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SCENE  IN  IRELAND,  SHOWING  SIMON  FORRESTER,  (at  lower  right)  LEAVING  HIS  NATIVE  LAND. 


SIMON  FORRESTER  OF  SALEM  AND 
HIS  DESCENDANTS. 


By  Henry  Wyckoff  Belknap. 


One  of  the  noteworthy  families  of  Salem  in  the 
eighteenth  century  was  that  of  Forrester,  noteworthy  not 
alone  from  its  prominence  among  the  merchant  princes 
of  the  day  and  the  services  of  its  members  in  the  Revo¬ 
lutionary  War  but  because  of  the  rapid  accumulation  of 
a  very  considerable  fortune,  largely  augmented  by  priva¬ 
teering  which  in  some  rather  obscure  way  was  so  soon 
dissipated. 

Tradition  has  it  that  the  loss  of  a  number  of  vessels 
in  the  same  year  accounted  for  the  shrinkage  in  wealth, 
but  the  “Ship  Registers  of  Salem”  do  not  verify  this 
report.  The  ship  Emerald  had  been  sold  to  others  before 
she  was  cast  away. 

Through  death  and  removal  to  distant  parts,  the  name 
disappeared  from  Salem  in  three  generations  and  there, 
at  least,  the  male  line  became  extinct. 

The  biographical  notes  with  which  the  account  opens 
and  which  were  supplied  by  a  descendant  on  the  female 
side  are  given  as  received  but  as  to  their  exact  accuracy 
the  writer  does  not  commit  himself  nor  assert  their  literal 
truth. 


The  title  of  Baronet  was  conferred  upon  Forrester  of 
Corstorphine  from  the  institution  of  the  Order  in  the 
year  1633.  He  was  among  the  first  to  receive  the  title 
and  Order  and  was  a  Peer  of  the  Realm.  This  Order 
of  Baronets  in  Scotland  was  projected  by  King  James  I 
to  encourage  the  plantation  and  cultivation  of  the  province 
of  Nova  Scotia,  but  as  he  died  before  this  was  accom¬ 
plished,  his  son,  Charles  I,  executed  the  plan  soon  after 
his  accession  in  1625. 

The  following  notes  were  compiled  by  Rachel,  daughter 
of  John  Forrester,  and  grand-daughter  of  Simon  Forres¬ 
ter,  the  immigrant.  She  was  born  in  Salem  in  1817 
and  died  in  Salem  in  1891,  and  may  be  supposed  to  have 
been  well  informed  as  to  her  facts :  y 
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SIMON  FORRESTER  AND  1IIS  DESCENDANTS 


Simon  Forrester,  the  first  of  his  name  in  America,  was 
born  in  Ireland  May  10th,  1748,  a  son  of  Thomas  Forrester, 
who  was  descended  from  the  Baron  Forresters  of  Corstor- 
phine,  Scotland.  The  title  is  now  held  by  the  Earl  of  ATeru- 
lam.  (See  below.) 

He  came  from  Ireland  in  a  sailing  vessel  owned  by  Cap¬ 
tain  Daniel  Hathorne  and  in  1776  married  Hathorne’s  daugh¬ 
ter  Rachel,  a  great-great-granddaughter  of  Maj.  William 
Hathorne  and  great-granddaughter  of  Judge  John  Hathorne 
of  the  witchcraft  period.  Her  brother  was  the  father  of 
Nathaniel  Hawthorne,  the  author. 

My  grandfather  Simon  Forrester  was  very  proud  of  his 
descent  on  his  father's  and  mother’s  sides.  ITe  said  to  his 
daughter,  Mrs.  Elinor  Coit,  that  his  father’s  family  were 
descended  from  the  Barons  of  Corstorphine.  Elinor  Hely 
was  my  grandmother’s  mother  and  was  the  daughter  of 
Oliver  Hely.  His  brother,  Francis  Hely,  was  the  father  of  the 
Rt.  Hon.  John  Hely  (who,  having  married  an  heiress,  added 
her  name  to  his  own)  and  grandfather  to  the  Earl  of  Don- 
oughmore.  The  Helys  owned  Donoughmore  in  Ireland  and 
hence  the  title. 

Simon  Forrester’s  father  and  uncle  or  uncles  went  from 
Scotland  to  Ireland  (elsewhere  he  is  said  to  have  been  born 
in  Ireland)  and  bought  a  farm  of  two  hundred  acres,  not 
far  from  the  Bay  of  Cork.  My  grandfather  was  early  in¬ 
fected  with  a  strong  desire  to  go  to  sea. 

On  the  death  of  his  older  and  only  brother,  (1768),  to 
whom  lie  was  devotedly  attached,  ho  determined  to  leave 
Ireland  for  America,  being  at  the  age  of  19,  and  if  possible 
to  make  his  fortune,  lie  was  educated  at  Cloyne  College  and 
learned  everything  which  it  was  thought  sufficient  to  fit  him 
for  a  merchant’s  life.  I  have  heard  the  following  account 
many  times  from  my  mother  and  corroborated  by  Irishmen 
who  had  heard  their  fathers  tell  the  same. 

The  laborers  were  reaping  grain  on  his  father’s  land,  and 
one  day  as  it  was  necessary  to  get  the  grain  in  speedily,  they 
enlisted  the  services  of  their  master’s  son.  When  all  was 
done  he  threw  down  his  reaping  hook  saying,  “This  is  the 
last  time  I  will  reap  grain  in  old  Ireland.” 

On  the  following  morning,  as  they  sent  a  market  wagon 
regularly  into  Cork,  he  mounted  the  wagon  and  drove  into 
Cork.  From  there  he  took  passage  to  Liverpool,  where  he 
met  my  great-grandfather,  Captain  Daniel  Hathorne,  and 
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engaged  passage  with  him  to  America  as  a  hand  before  the 
mast. 

There  was  a  story  current  here  that  my  grandfather  was 
a  servant  in  Daniel  Hathorne’s  family  after  he  came  here. 
My  mother  asked  my  great-aunt  Ruth  if  it  were  true.  She 
drew  herself  up  indignantly  and  replied,  “No,  Charlotte.  It 
is  not  true.  Simon  Forrester  was  not  a  man  to  work  in  any 
family.  My  father  found  that  he  belonged  to  a  good  family 
and  had  a  good  education  and  he  brought  him  to  our  house 
and  treated  him  from  the  first  like  a  son.  He  was  as  much 
attached  to  him  as  to  either  of  his  own  sons  and  he  had  at 
that  time  two  colored  servants.” 

(signed)  Rachel  Forrester — 1869. 

Killeenach,  where  Simon  Forrester  was  horn,  was  owned 
by  the  family  for  many  years.  Being  unclaimed  by  him, 
it  passed  to,  and  is  now  owne(|  by,  a  second  or  third  cousin, 
the  next  male  heir. 

Letter  from'  Richard  Leahy  to  the  Misses  Forrester 
of  Salem : 


4  Wendel  Street,  Boston,  Feb.  14,  1860. 

Misses  Forrester : — I  hope  you  will  excuse  my  frail  attempt 
of  describing  to  you  the  firm  resolution,  the  undaunted 
bravery  and  noble  generosity  of  your  grandfather,  Simon 
Healey  (sic)  Forrester.  I  was  often  an  attentive  listener, 
hearing  my  father  and  many  of  his  old  friends  talk  about  his 
youth  and  when  he  went  to  Cloyne  College,  where  he  received 
his  education  and  whence  he  would  come  home  once  a  month. 
He  wrould  prefer  walking  to  riding  though  the  distance  was 
twelve  miles  and  not  only  that;  instead  of  coming  on  the 
highway  as  the  roads  are  termed  in  Ireland,  he  would  take 
the  heart  of  the  country  and  not  a  fence  he  would  meet  but 
what  he  would  leap  over  it  so  that  the  people  as  he  would 
pass  along  would  be  all  looking  after  him  and  enquiring  who 
he  was.  For  you  must  know  the  Irish  prize  highly  such 
feats  and  everyone  would  say  he  would  make  a  great  man 
if  he  lived.  Well  now  his  education  finished  he  comes  home 
for  good,  as  it  were,  to  be  his  own  master,  but  he  was  not 
destined  to  be  so  long. 

One  fine  day  in  harvest  time  as  he  was  overseeing  his 
father’s  men  reaping  the  corn,  the  spot  where  he  stood  com¬ 
manded  a  beautiful  view  of  Cork  Harbor.  There  and  then 
he  formed  his  resolution. 
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SIMON  FORRESTER  AND  HIS  DESCENDANTS 


He  went  straightway  to  his  father  and  told  him  that  he 
was  bent  upon  trying  his  fortune  in  other  lands.  His  father 
did  all  he  could  to  dissuade  him  from  such  a  rash  idea  but 
all  in  vain.  His  mind  is  fixed  and  he  won’t  alter  it.  So 
to  sea  he  goes  and  is  not  heard  of  for  years.  His  father  and 
friends  now  give  him  up  as  lost,  when  one  fine  morning  a 
man  well  mounted  rode  up  to  his  father’s  gate  as  if  in  a 
great  hurry  and  enquired  if  Thomas  Forrestal  lived  there 
and,  if  so,  was  he  at  home. 

Being  answered  in  the  affirmative  he  said  he  wanted  to 
speak  to  him.  The  old  man  soon  made  his  appearance  and 
no  sooner  did  he,  than  he  was  told  he  was  wanted  in  Cork 
and  that  Mr.  Luke  Shea  was  impatiently  waiting  for  him. 
He  made  no  hesitation  but  rode  away  wondering  as  he 
drove  along  what  it  could  all  be  about.  This  Luke  Shea 
was  a  rich  merchant  and"  ship  owner  and  was  well  known 
to  him.  When  he  .arrived  there  he  found  Mr.  Shea  and 
another  gentleman  whom  he  did  not  know.  After  a  most 
cordial  welcome  Mr.  Shea  asked  him  if  he  had  a  son  whom 
he  had  not  heard  from  for  a  long  while.  The  mention  of 
a  son  whom  he  thought  dead  brought  tears  of  sorrow  from 
his  eyes  which  made  the  tears  start  from  his  companion’s 
also.  After  some  time  he  told  them  that  he  had  a  son,  that 
he  went  to  sea  but  that  he  was  long  gone  without  hearing 
from  him,  that  he  gave  him  up  as  lost  and  again  the  tears 
flowed  copiously. 

At  this  point  Mr.  Shea  told  him  to  be  of  good  cheer,  that 
his  son  was  not  dead  and  that  he  had  good  authority  for 
saying  so  and  congratulated  him  upon  the  generosity  of  his 
son.  He  then  introduced  the  strange  gentleman  to  him  as 
Captain  of  one  of  his  ships  and  as  one  who  could  tell  him 
something  about  his  son.  After  a  hearty  shake  of  the  old 
man’s  hand  he  commenced  by  telling  him  that  as  he  was 
homeward  bound,  laden  with  indigo,  he  spyed  a  ship  bearing 
down  upon  him.  He  thought  to  get  out  of  her  course  and 
did  so  as  much  as  he  could  but  still  he  found  that  she  was 
bearing  upon  him.  He  then  thought  there  must  be  something 
up  so  made  all  sail  he  could  but  soon  found  that  it  was  in  vain. 
As  she  was  now  within  hailing  distance  of  him  he  was  ordered 
to  heave  to  but  he  still  kept  on  until  she  was  side  by  side  with 
him.  Resistance  was  now  worse  than  useless  so  he  surrendered 
in  a  moment  to  his  captors.  He  then  realized  that  she  was 
an  American  privateer  and  that  his  ship  and  valuable  cargo 
was  a  prize  to  the  Americans  and  that  he  was  a  prisoner. 
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So  lie  gave  up  all  hopes.  He  was  asked  for  his  papers  by 
the  Captain  of  the  American,  a  swifter  craft  than  which 
he  had  never  seen.  When  he  produced  his  papers  he  was 
then  interrogated  by  the  Captain  of  the  Break  of  Day ,  for 
such  was  the  name  of  the  American,  and  told  to  speak 
plainly  for  upon  his  answering  all  depended.  The  Captain 
asked  him  if  the  ship  and  cargo  belonged  in  person  to  Luke 
Shea  of  Cork.  He  said  it  did  and  if  he  found  out  the 
reverse  he  would  answer  for  it  with  his  head.  He  there  and 
then  without  further  question  told  him  that  he  knew  the 
owner  and  that  he  would  make  him  a  present  of  his  ship 
and  cargo  without  doubt.  “I  thanked  him  and  asked  him 
if  he  would  not  let  me  know  who  was  so  kind.  He  then  told 
me  that  his  name  was  Simon  Healy  Forrestal,  son  to  Thomas 
Forrestal  of  Killeenach  and  that  Luke  Shea  knew  his  father 
well.  We  then  parted,  he  wishing  me  a  safe  passage  for 
the  remainder  of  my  journey  and  hoping  that  I  would  not 
fall  -into  worse  hands  than  his.  And  he  got  his  wish.  I 
arrived  safe  and  hope  that  he  is  also  safe. 

“So  you  see,  old  man,  that  your  son  is  not  dead  and  that 
he  behaved  a  good  friend  to  me  and  a  better  one  to  Mr. 
Shea.  He  is  a  brave  and  a  generous  man  and  a  son  whom 
you  ought  to  feel  proud  of.”  Mr.  Shea  then  told  the  old 
man  if  ever  he  wanted  a  friend  to  call  upon  himself  and 
that  he  would  be  most  happy  to  serve. 

This  is  as  I  have  heard  it  often  from  my  father. 

Yours  &c. 

Richard  Leahy. 

Another  letter  (undated)  from  Richard  Leahy: 

.  .  .  The  place  and  manner  in  which  he  next  figaires  most 
conspicuously  (as  far  as  I  know)  is  as  follows:  —  Some 
time  after  the  foregoing  his  name  became  a  terror  to  English 
merchantmen  (would  to  Cod  he  terrified  their  nation  into 
oblivion)  when  one  Captain  Greatorix  volunteered  to  give 
a  good  account  of  him  and  make  him  pay  dear  for  the  on¬ 
slaught  he  had  made  on  his  countrymen  on  condition  he 
would  be  allowed  to  choose  the  manning  of  his  ship  (you 
must  know  this  Greatorix  was  Captain  of  a  man-of-war). 
He  got  his  request  and  dearly  he  paid  for  his  boast.  He 
enlisted  in  England  what  he  considered  bravos  and  then  he 
repaired  to  Ireland  and  there  picked  up  as  many  anti- Irish¬ 
men  as  he  thought  were  more  than  sullicient  to  crush  bold 
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G  SIMON  FORRESTER  AND  II IS  DESCENDANTS 

Forrestal.  In  that  he  was  mistaken.  He  likewise  took  along 
with  him  a  nephew  to  act  as  second  in  command  and  with 
the  ambitions  design  of  promotion  for  him  and  that  he 
should  share  the  glory  of  taking  bold  Forrestal.  All  things 
prepared  he  put  to  sea  and  in  about  eight  or  nine  days  he 
spied  a  sail  in  the  distance  of  which  he  had  some  doubt. 
Giving  the  glass  to  his  nephew  while  he  went  to  have  all  in 
readiness.  In  a  few  moments  the  nephew  called  out  to  him 
telling  him  that  she  was  bearing  down  upon  them  and 
that  it  was  no  other  than  Captain  Forrestal  and  the  Break 
of  Day.  That  he  was  now  so  near  to  them  that  he  could 
not  mistake  a  man-of-war  for  a  merchantman  and  that  he 
seemed  determined  to  fight.  He  was  now  so  near  them  that 
the  nephew  told  his  uncle  it  was  better  for  him  to  change 
his  course  a  little  and  to  hold  olf  for  awhile.  Whereupon 
his  uncle  struck  him  such  a  blow  that  he  laid  him  prostrate 
on  the  deck,  saying,  at  the  same  time,  was  it  to  make  cow¬ 
ards  of  his  men  he  brought  him  with  him?  By  this  time 
Captain  Forrestal  was  almost  by  their  side  and  he  prepared 
to  board  for  such  was  the  way  he  intended  to  fight  them. 

Greatorix  now  seeing  what  he  meant,  though  he  still  relied 
upon  the  superiority  of  numbers,  gave  the  command  “fire” 
but  just  as  he  was  in  the  act  of  so  doing  he  was  spied  by 
bold  Forrestal  who  sent  the  messenger  of  death  to  his  heart 
in  the  shape  of  a  leaden  pill  and  then  gave  the  orders  to 
board,  encouragiug  his  men  with  the  assurance  that  he  had 
shot  the  enemy-s  Captain.  Hearing  this  they  obeyed  the 
command  regardless  of  all  danger  and  in  a  few  moments 
they  were  on  board  the  English  man-of-war  and  in  a  very 
little  while  were  masters  of  it  too,  as  half  its  men  never 
fought  but  ran  between  decks  when  they  heard  that  their 
Captain  was  dead.  This  account  is  from  one  that  was  on 
board  the  Englishman  at  the  time  and  was  found  hid  away 
between  decks  after  the  surrender.  He  was  found  there  by 
Captain  Forrestal  and  when  told  to  come  out  of  his  hiding 
place  his  first  word  was,  “Did  we  take  them  or  did  they 
take  us?”  The  Captain  laughed  and  said,  “We  took  them,” 
whereupon  he  jumped  with  joy.  But  he  soon  found  li is 
mistake.  The  Captain  recognized  him  and  asked  him  if  lie 
did  not  remember  whom  he  was  talking  to.  He  said  he  did 
not.  The  Captain  then  asked  him  if  he  did  not  remember 
having  a  school-mate  by  the  name  of  Simon  Forrestal.  He 
said  he  did.  “Well  then,”  said  the  Captain,  “I  am  that 
school  mate  and  Captain  and  owner  of  the  ship  you  were  so 
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glad  of  having  taken,”  and  added  “I  should  not  have  thought 
you  were  so  great  a  coward.”  Whereupon  he  fell  down  and 
asked  his  pardon  and  swore  that  if  he  thought  he  was  the 
man  he  was  to  fight  against  he  would  rather  drown  himself 
first.  The  Captain  told  him  to  take  courage,  that  he  was 
safe  and  that  he  would  land  him  where  he  could  get  a  ship 
for  Cork.  He  did  so  land  him  and  gave  him  plenty  of 
money  to  take  him  home  and  a  little  to  boot. 

I  have  often  heard  my  father  tell  this  tale  and  that  he 
often  heard  this  man  tell  it  when  he  was  an  old  man.  Please 
excuse  my  diction  and  let  me  know  how  you  like  my  feeble 
recollection. 

P.  8.  I  am  in  search  of  the  origin  of  the  name  Forrestal 
or  Forrester  and  to  see  which  is  correct.  When  I  receive  it, 
1  shall  forward  it  to  you. 

Yours,  &c. 

Bichard  Leahy. 

Note  by  Marianne  Silsbee  Devereux :  —  “Lest  the  above 
give  the  impression  that  Simon  Forrester  deliberately  re¬ 
fused  communication  with  his  relatives  in  Ireland  I  would 
say  that  he  was  on  the  point  of  visiting  them  when  the 
breaking  out  of  the  Bevolution  made  it  impossible,  and  that 
letters  from  his  sisters,  nephews,  etc.,  show  that  he  sent  them 
generous  sums  of  money.” 

Note  by  the  writer :  —  In  regard  to  the  use  of  the  name 
“Forrestal”  in  the  foregoing  it  is  found  that  in  Bowditch’s 
Suffolk  Surnames  he  gives  this  form  as  a  variant  of  Forester 
and  Forrester  and  derives  it  from  “Forest  hall.” 

As  to  the  descent  from  the  Scotch  Barons: 

1.  Thomas  Forrester,  born  in  Scotland  or  Ireland, 
married  Elinor,  daughter  of  Oliver  Ilely  of  Donough- 
more,  Ireland,  and  it  would  appear  settled  upon  a  farm 
not  far  from  Cork.  That  he  was  of  good  family  may  be 
assumed  from  the  statement  in  the  family  papers  above, 
that  his  son  Simon  was  educated  at  Cloyne  College  and 
was  evidently  still  alive  at  the  time  of  the  Revolutionary 
War  in  America.  Kileenach,  said  to  have  been  the  name 
of  the  town  in  which  he  lived,  does  not  appear  in  the 
Gazetteer,  but  was  very  likely  a  small  village. 
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SIMON  FORRESTER  AND  HIS  DESCENDANTS 


Children : 

John,  born  1734,  died  1758 (?) 

Mary. 

Catherine. 

Honoria. 

Eleanora. 

2.  Simon,  born  10  May,  1748,  Killeenach ;  died  4  July,  1817, 
Salem,  Mass. 

2.  Simon  Forrester,  born  10  May  1748  in  Killee- 
nacli,  Ireland,  as  has  been  said  in  the  preliminary  notes, 
decided  to  try  his  fortunes  in  America,  and,  having  made 
his  way  to  Liverpool,  fell  in  with  Captain  Daniel 
Hathorne  of  Salem,  who  was  about  to  make  a  return 
voyage  to  the  west.  If  the  family  papers  are  correct  in 
giving  'Simon’s  age  at  this  time  as  19,  this  would  have 
been  in  1767.  In  that  year  Captain  Hathorne  was  in 
command  of  the  schooner  Salisbury  and  departed  from 
Salem,  according  to  the  Impost  Office  records,  on  June 
20th  bound  for  Fayal,  whence  he  returned  on  September 
8th.  Ho  log  of  the  Salisbury  being  at  hand,  we  can  only 
surmise  that  he  touched  at  Liverpool  on  the  way  home. 
His  other  voyages  before  and  after  this  one  were  at  such 
periods  of  the  year  as  to  preclude  his  having  been  in 
England  at  harvest  time,  a  necessary  matter  in  order  to  • 
prove  the  truth  of  the  story  of  his  leaving  home. 

The  report  that  he  was  a  servant  in  Captain  Hathorne’s 
house  upon  his  arri/al  here  seems  to  rest  upon  the  record 
of  the  ever-useful  Dr.  Bentley,  as  may  be  seen  by  refer¬ 
ence  to  his  note  made  April  11,  1816,  which  appears 
below.  From  the  family  papers  we  note  that  he  left  in 
spite  of  his  father’s  opposition,  but  there  is  nothing  to 
show  that  he  was  cut  off  with  a  shilling,  although  it  is 
said  that  he  shipped  before  the  mast,  which  does  not 
indicate  a  full  pockefbook  and  it  may  well  have  been  that 
for  a  time  he  filled  a  clerical  or  some  such  position. 

By  1775  he  was  commanding  vessels,  and  in  the  Rover 
with  a  crew  of  sixty  men  he  made  successful  voyages, 
securing  many  rich  prizes.  Here  we  may  believe  he  laid 
the  foundation  of  his  fortune  which  Dr.  Bentley  says 
reached  to  the  huge  amount  for  those  days  of  fourteen 
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CAPT.  SiMON  FORRESTER 
1746  -  1817 


From  an  oil  portrait  in  possession  of  the  Essex  Institute. 
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hundred  thousand  dollars.  Were  the  Doctor  less  accurate 
in  his  gossip  than  we  know  him  to  have  been,  one  would 
hesitate  long  before  accepting  this  as  a  fact. 

On  December  7,  1776,  he  was  married  to  Rachel,  born 
July  25,  1757,  in  the  First  Church  in  Salem,  daughter 
of  his  benefactor  Daniel  and  Rachel  (Phelps)  Hathorne, 
it  is  said  much  against  her  family’s  wishes,  possibly 
because  even  then  he  had  shown  some  of  the  unpleasant 
characteristics  which  Dr.  J>entie}r  mentions. 

In  1778  he  volunteered  for  the  expedition  to  Rhode 
Island  in  August  of  that  year.  His  death  occurred  on 
July  4,  1817,  at  the  age  of  seventy-one,  and  two  days 
later  he  was  buried  in  the  Charter  Street  Burying-ground. 
Ilis  wife  died  June  29  or  30,  1823,  aged  66,  although 
curiously  enough  the  Salem  Gazette  gave  her  age  as  78. 

The  following  comments,  taken  from  the  Diary  of 
.William  Bentley,  throw  some  rather  vivid  light  upon  the 
life  of  Simon  Forrester: 

February  2,  1791.  Capt.  Forrester  has  purchased  the  ele¬ 
gant  but  unfinished  House  of  Capt.  Jona  Ingersoll,  fronting 
Derby  Street,  with  the  Cobb  (Central)  Wharf  &  Store  & 
fiats,  at  about  £700. 

March  18,  1792.  Capt.  Forrester,  who  bought  Ingersoll’s 
House  in  Derby  Street,  has  also  purchased  the  flatts  belong¬ 
ing  to  Mr  Wm  Browne  adjoining.1 

October  1,  1792.  The  Parish  has  a  suit  against  Capt. 
Forrester  for  refusal  to  pay  Diman’s  Taxes.  His  plea  is  that 
he  bought  a  house  belonging  to  an  Episcopalian,  &  so  is  not 
subject  to  Taxes.  It  is  carried  up  to  the  Superior  Court. 

March  23,  1793.  The  affair  of  Forrester  &  Ward  decided 
against  Forrester,  he  is  to  pay  the  parish  Tax  assessed  upon 
him  for  his  house,  &  property.  Thus  ends  a  long  debate  in 
the  parish. 

October  30,  1795.  Capt.  Forrester,  a  rich  man  in  this 
part  of  the  Town,  lost  Iris  eldest  daughter  this  morning. 
She  had  had  the  Fever  &  Sore  Throat  so  prevalent  &  her 
fate  was  determined  in  three  days. 

February  26,  1797.  Capt.  Forrester  of  Salem  lost  25% 

1  In  June,  1792,  lie  was  building  a  storehouse  of  three  stories 
for  naval  stores,  at  the  head  of  his  ‘New  Wharf,’  and  in  1798 
was  enlarging  his  barn  on  Derby  Street  between  Orange  and 
Curtis  Streets. 
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SIMON  FORRESTER  AND  HIS  DESCENDANTS 


Tons  of  Hemp  at  £89  pr  Ton.  [In  a  ropewalk  fire  in  West 
Boston.] 

May  8,  1801.  The  capture  of  Capt.  S.  Forrester’s  vessel 
has  occasioned  no  small  irritation  in  the  mind  of  this  warm 
Federalist  against  the  English  mind.  [No  other  reference 
to  this  vessel  has  been  found.  The  Salem  Gazette  does  not 
record  the  incident.] 

December  6,  1807.  News  that  Simon,  son  of  Capt.  Simon 
Forrester,  of  the  same  name,  upon  his  return  from  the  East 
Indies  plunged  into  the  Ocean  &  perished.  He  had  long  been 
in  habits  which  could  not  promise  much  for  his  future  years. 

April  11,  1816.  A  succession  of  events  has  directed  the 
public  attention  to  the  fate  of  a  family  of  Forrester.  He  came 
an  Irish  lad  in  service  to  W.  (sic)  Harthorne  &  afterwards 
married  his  daughter.  By  uncommon  success  in  business  he 
became  one  of  the  wealthiest  men  in  the  Country.  I  knew 
him  above  30  y.  ago  &  visited  in  his  house.  He  was  a  man 
of  business,  of  strong  passions,  &  such  a  man  as  his  condition 
might  readily  form.  Upon  his  prosperity  he  became  intem¬ 
perate,  &  severe  in  his  family  &  irregular.  But  his  wealth 
gained  him  suitors  for  his  daughters,  first,  a  young  merchant, 
then  a  young  Doctor,  then  a  young  Clergyman.  One  of  his 
sons  leaped  from  the  windows  of  a  Cabin  into  the  sea.  x\n- 
otlier  has  died  this  day  in  fits  after  a  few  hours  illness  He 
has  two  sons  left,  one  at  sea.  The  whole  eccentric. 

April  14,  1816.  In  Salem,  the  alliance  formed  by  the 
E[piscopal]  Deacon  [Thomas  Carlisle  afterward  rector  of  St. 
Peter’s  Church]  with  the  unhappy  but  rich  family  [For¬ 
rester]  on  Apr.  11,  is  a  subject  of  much  conversation.  A. 
says,  a  wolf  in  his  flock.  The  Ep.  D.  says,  the  woman,  not  the 
wealth.  Capt.  K.,  a  poor  girl  for  her  piety.  The  Ep.  D. 
has  been  eccentric,  a  bankrupt,  a  Vendue  master,  but  is  called 
a  great  Episcopal]  reader. 

July  5,  1817.  Yesterday  died  in  Salem,  Capt.  Simon 
Forrester,  aet.  71.  lie  was  sard  to  be  from  Waterford  in 
Ireland.  He  was  an  apprentice  to  Capt.  Daniel  Harthorne, 
Union  Street  &  afterwards,  much  against  the  wishes  of  the 
parents,  married  one  of  his  daughters.  With  a  mind  full 
of  superstition,  with  a  temper  as  boisterous  as  a  Tempest 
&  with  habits  of  occasional  intemperance  like  a  ship  without 
a  helm,  he  still  retained  so  much  of  his  industry  in  the 
active  parts  of  life  as  to  have  more  than  common  success. 
And  for  the  last  ten  years  when  confined  to  his  bed,  &  often 
threatened  by  the  civil  magistrate,  he  accumulated  by  the 
gifts  of  fortune  so  as  to  die  the  richest  man  in  Salem.  His 
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wealth  is  given  at  14  h.  th.  D.  He  has  two  sons,  one  of 
which  is  at  sea,  &  very  dissipated,  the  elder  at  home  as  a 
Merchant.  The  eldest  d.  married  a  Merchant,  the  second 
a  Physician,  the  third  a  priest.  His  will  gives  a  sum  to 
his  widow,  an  equal  sum  to  his  Sons  &  d.  but  possession  to 
the  first  &  the  interest  only  to  the  parents  during  life,  so 
that  the  sons  in  laws  have  the  interest  only  at  their  disposal. 
He  has  given  15  h.  D.  to  the  poor,  to  be  given  them  for  a 
dinner  annually  from  the  interest  at  the  discretion  of  the 
Overseers.  He  lived  in  Derby  Street  between  Curtis  & 
Herbert  Street. 

xlbout  1810,  Simon  Forrester  deeded  through  the 
Marblehead  Hank  to  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Salem,  in 
the  bishop's  name,  the  land  on  the  northern  corner  of 
Mall  and  Bridge  Streets  for  a  church,  to  be  held  for 
religious  purposes  forever,  and  in  1820  a  small  wooden 
.  building  was  erected  for  St.  Mary’s  Church.  At  the  time 
of  his  death  in  1817  his  library  was  valued  at  $500. 

The  house  he  bought  of  Jonathan  Ingersoll,  as  men¬ 
tioned  by  Doctor  Bentley,  was  a  large  wooden  one  next 
but  one  west  of  the  present  Home  for  Aged  Women  on 
Derby  Street.  A  large  wrooden  mantel  with  a  painting 
set  in  the  panel  above  representing  Simon  setting  out  for 
the  new  country  with  his  pack  on  his  back  is  now  preserved 
by  the  Essex  Institute.  This  house  was  sold  in  March, 
182G,  by  John  Andrew  and  Gideon  Barstow  to  Richard 
Savory  and  Thomas  Farless  jr.  for  $5000. 

Simon  was  a  member  of  the  Salem  Light  Infantry  in 
1805.  His  Revolutionary  War  service  was  as  follows: 

Simon  Forrester  appears  in  a  petition  signed  by  Joseph 
Sprague  and  Jacob  Ashton  in  behalf  of  themselves  and 
others  asking  that  said  Forrester  be  commissioned  as  Captain 
of  the  armed  sloop  Rover  (privateer).  Ordered  in  Council, 
July  12,  177G,  that  a  commission  be  issued. 

Simon  Forrester  appears  in  a  petition  dated  Boston,  Jan¬ 
uary  4,  1780,  signed  by  Thomas  Russell  of  Boston,  asking 
that  said  Forrester  be  commissioned  as  Commander  of  the 
sloop  Centurian  (privateer).  Ordered  in  Council  January  4, 
1780  that  a  commission  be  issued. 

Simon  Forrester  appears  in  a  petition  dated  Boston,  June 
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8,  1780,  signed  by  B.  Goodhue,  in  behalf  of  Bartholomew 
Putnam  and  others  of  Salem,  asking  that  said  Simon  For¬ 
rester  be  commissioned  as  Commander  of  the  ship  Jason 
(privateer).  Ordered  in  Council  June  8,  1780  that  a  Com¬ 
mission  be  issued. 

Simon  Forrester  appears  in  a  petition  dated  Boston,  Sep¬ 
tember  9,  1781,  signed  by  Thomas  Saunders,  in  behalf  of 
Elias  Hasket  Derby  and  others  of  Salem,  asking  that  said 
Forrester  be  commissioned  as  Commander  of  the  ship  Patty 
(privateer).  Ordered  in  Council  September  29,  1781  that 
a  Commission  be  issued. 

Simon  Forrester  appears  in  a  petition  dated  Boston,  Feb¬ 
ruary  12,  1782,  signed  by  Elisha  Sigourney  in  behalf  of 
Elias  H.  Derby  and  Nathaniel  Silsbey  of  Salem,  asking  that 
said  Forrester  be  commissioned  as  Commander  of  the  ship 
Exchange  (privateer).  Ordered  in  Council  February  12, 
1782,  that  a  commission  be  issued. 

[Certified  copy  of  the  above  signed  by  William  M.  Olin, 
Secretary  of  State,  Boston,  December  30,  1901.] 

Note  in  the  family  Bible,  written  by  Timothy  Williams, 
merchant,  and  one  of  the  executors  of  the  will  of  Simon 
Forrester : 

‘Simon  Forrester  departed  this  life  July  4,  1817,  aged 
sixty-nine  years,  the  honored  father  of  the  above  named  chil¬ 
dren.  An  honored  merchant  who  came  to  this  country  at  an 
early  age,  and  after  passing  through  the  several  stages  of  a 
sea-faring  life  commanding  a  vessel  in  the  Bevolutionary 
War  in  the  service  of  one  of  the  most  distinguished  mer¬ 
chants  the  town  has  ever  produced,  accumulated  a  great 
estate,  the  fruits  of  honest  industry.  May  it  ever  be  an 
example  to  excite  others.  Without  going  beyond  his  means, 
free  from  rash  enterprise,  or  grasping  speculation,  always 
exercising  a  sound  judgment,  lie  conducted  his  business  with 
honour  and  ease.  Generous  to  those  lie  employed,  faithful 
to  them  if  they  were  faithful  to  him.  In  politics  an  undevi¬ 
ating  and  discriminating  Federalist.  lie  sought  no  public 
honors  or  offices,  but  he  respected  men  who  deserve  the  former 
or  will  perform  the  latter.  Ilis  family  and  friends  will  long 
cherish  his  memory  and  respect  his  virtues.  One  who  has 
received  for  himself  and  others  the  inestimable  privilege  of 
his  friendship  and  confidence  presumes  to  intrude  on  the 
Public  eye  this  tribute  of  the  heart/  (Signed)  T.  W. 
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An  abstract  of  the  Will2  of  Simon  Forrester  follows: 

Will  of  Simon  Forrester  of  Salem,  merchant. 

Debts  &  funeral  expenses  paid. 

To  wife  Rachel,  mansion  house  and  land  in  Salem,  wharf 
and  warehouses  for  life  with  use  of  household  goods  and 
furniture  (including  plate)  also  horse  and  chaise  and  cow, 
then  to  sons  John  and  Thomas  Haley  Forrester  and  their 
heirs  in  trust. 

After  wife’s  decease  they  shall  sell  furniture  and  goods 
as  they  think  proper  and  divide  property  among  all  my 
children. 

Wife  Rachel,  for  life,  use  of  income  of  shares  in  Salem 
bank,  so-called,  then  the  shares  to  sons  John  and  Thomas 
Haley  in  trust. 

If  insufficient  for  support  of  wife  she  shall  have  income 
and  use  of  such  further  part  of  estate  for  life  as  shall  be 
sufficient. 

All  above  in  lieu  of  dower  right. 

To  John  Forrester,  $10,000. 

To  Thomas  Haley  Forrester,  $10,000. 

To  Charles  Forrester,  $10,000,  and  library  to  be  kept  intact. 

To  physician  serving  in  last  illness  and  to  clergyman  con¬ 
ducting  funeral,  each  a  suit  of  mourning. 

To  deacon  Samuel  Holman,  in  the  church  of  Rev.  Thomas 
Barnard,  $500,  in  trust  for  poor  in  congregation. 

To  Ebenezer  Beckford,  Jonathan  Neal,  Jonathan  Hodges, 
and  Henry  Prince,  overseers  of  the  poor,  $1500,  in  trust, 
income  for  two  dinners  annually  to  poor  in  Salem  poor 
house  on  Christmas  and  Independence  days,  any  surplus  for 
the  benefit  of  the  poor  house. 

To  clerk  in  counting  room  and  to  man  servant  and  several 
maid  servants,  a  suit  of  mourning  each. 

Remainder : — 

To  John  Forrester,  1  /7  part  to  him  and  his  heirs. 

To  Thomas  Haley  Forrester,  do. 

To  Charles  Forrester,  do. 

To  John  and  Thomas  Haley  Forrester,  1/7  part  in  trust 
for  daughter  Rachel,  income  for  life  not  under  control  of 
any  husband  and  to  her  children  and  if  she  has  no  children 
then  to  his  other  children. 

(As  last)  for  daughter  Catherine  Andrew,  wife  of  John 
Andrew,  merchant  (as  last). 

2  Essex  Co.  Probate,  vol.  390,  p.  264  et  seq. 
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(As  last)  for  daughter  Nancy  Barstow,  wife  of  Gideon 
Barstow,  physician,  (as  last). 

(As  last)  for  daughter  Eleonora  Forrester  (as  last). 

Executors  have  power  to  sell  any  part  of  estate.  John 
Forrester  and  Thomas  Ilaley  Forrester,  exectrs. 

Simon  Forrester. 

Wit : — Life  Smith,  John  Brooks,  Joseph  Flint,  16  Sep. 
1813. 

Codicil: — 15  July  1817.  Have  since  purchased  lands  and 
tenements,  and  daughter  Rachel  has  deceased,  therefore  her 
1/7  to  his  surviving  children,  1/G  to  John,  1/6  to  Thomas 
Haley.  1/6  to  Charles,  3/6  to  John  and  Thomas  Haley  in 
trust  for  daughters  Catherine  iVndrew,  Nancy  Barstow,  Eleo¬ 
nora  and  their  children. 

To  John  and  Thomas  Haley  Forrester,  land  and  house  on 
Winter  Street  bought  of  John  Prince  jr.,  et  al.,  in  trust, 
to  permit  daughter  Catherine  Andrew,  wife  of  John  Andrew, 
to  receive  rents,  etc.,  for  life  and  to  her  children  and  if  she 
has  no  children  then  to  his  other  children.  Valuation  $6000, 
but  if  she  does  not  take  it  in  six  months,  to  residuary  estate. 

To  John  and  Thomas  Haley  Forrester,  land  in  Salem  on 
south  side  of  Essex  Street  and  the  house  bought  from  execu¬ 
tors  of  Dr.  Moses  Little,  in  trust,  for  daughter  Nancy 
Barstow,  wife  of  Dr.  Gideon  Barstow  (as  last).  Valuation 
$9000. 

Bequest  to  Ebenezer  Beckf'ord  et  al.,  overseers  of  the  poor 
of  $1500,  revoked  and  given  to  inhabitants  of  Salem  in  trust 
for  two  dinners  annually  to  poor  in  poor  house  (as  before). 

To  each  executor,  a  suit  of  mourning  and  power  to  sell 
real  estate. 

6  May  1815.  Same  witnesses  as  before. 

Codicil: — Revokes  codicil  so  far  as  relates  to  John  and 
Thomas  Haley  Forrester  and  bequeaths  to  Nathaniel  Bow- 
ditch,  Dudlev  L.  Pickman  and  Leverett  Saltonstall  all  of 
Salem,  as  joint  tenants  and  not  as  tenants  in  common, 
upon  same  trusts,  with  reasonable  compensation. 

Instead  of  executors  before  appointed,  son  John  Forrester 
and  friends  Timothy  Williams  of  Boston  and  John  Pickering 
-  of  Salem.  21  Jan.  1817. 

Wit:— 'John  Brooks,  Joseph  Flint,  Elijah  Town. 

Prob.  at  Gloucester  3d  Tuesday  in  July,  1817. 

John  Brooks  of  Salem,  merchant,  of  lawful  age  deposes 
that  Life  Smith  of  Salem,  who  was  one  of  the  subscribing 
witnesses  to  the  will  of  Simon  Forrester,  left  Salem  about 
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the  month  of  April  last  past  for  the  purpose  of  going  to 
the  frontier  of  the  United  States  and  the  British  Provinces 
adjacent  thereto,  for  the  purpose  of  trading  there  and  has 
not  returned  to  Salem,  but  is  still  absent.  Dated  July,  1817. 

July  12,  1817,  the  widow  and  children  of  the  late  Simon 
Forrester  sign  a  petition  for  the  presentation  of  the  will 
July  12,  1817.  Signed: — Rachel  Forrester,  N.  F.  Barstow, 
Gideon  Barstow,  Eleanor  F.  Carlile,  Thomas  Carlile,  C.  An¬ 
drew,  John  Andrew. 

Order  of  notice  on  the  petition  of  the  heirs-at-law  of  the 
estate  of  Simon  Forrester  shows  that  when  the  testator  made 
his  will  he  had  six  children  living  and  that  his  son  Charles 
died  without  issue,  and  that  said  Simon  died  without  alter¬ 
ing  his  will,  therefore  the  heirs  petition  that  the  estate  may 
be  divided  according  to  law.  Dated  September  1817.  Rachel 
Forrester,  widow,  signs  receipt  for  the  carriage,  wardrobe 
and  library,  October  6,  1819. 

Will3  of  Rachel  Forrester,  widow  of  Simon  Forrester 
made  May  14,  1S23,  and  proved  in  July,  1823: 

1st  Bequests  to  sons  John  and  Thomas  Haley  Forrester 
and  to  daughters  Catharine  Andrew,  Nancy  Barstow  and 
Eleanora  Carlile,  all  household  furniture  to  be  divided  equally 
among  them. 

2nd  To  the  three  daughters,  all  my  clothing  and  articles 
for  personal  use  or  adornment  to  be  divided  equally  among 

them. 

3rd  To  granddaughter  Rachel,  daughter  of  John  For¬ 
rester,  or  her  heirs,  the  Holy  Bible  in  two  volumes  marked 
with  my  name  on  the  covers. 

4th  To  my  grandson  John,  son  of  John  Forrester,  my 
gold  watch,  and  in  case  of  his  decease,  to  his  heirs. 

5th  To  Charles,  son  of  John  Andrew  or  heirs,  one  hun¬ 
dred  dollars.  To  Thomas  Haley  Forrester,  son  of  Gideon 
Barstow  or  heirs,  one  hundred  dollars.  To  Thomas,  son  of 
Rev.  Mr.  Carlile,  or  his  heirs,  one  hundred  dollars  to  be  paid 
to  their  respective  parents  or  guardians  for  the  purpose  of 
procuring  useful  books  for  them  at  the  discretion  of  said 
parents  or  guardians. 

6th  If  Patrick  Lehy,  a  minor,  now  under  my  care  shall 
be  alive  at  the  time  of  proving  this  will,  I  give  to  above 

3  Pocket  0775,  Essex  County  Probate. 
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SIMON  FORRESTER  AND  HIS  DESCENDANTS 


named  John  Forrester  $1000,  to  be  applied  for  the  educa¬ 
tion  and  support  of  sd  Patrick  Lehy. 

7th  I  give  to  John  Forrester,  in  trust  for  the  benefit  of 
my  sister,  Sarah  Crowninshield,  widow,  $1000,  the  interest 
to  be  paid  to  my  sd  sister  quarterly,  as  long  as  she  lives,  and 
at  her  deceas,  the  said  sum  of  $1000  shall  be  given  to  Rachel 
Forrester,  daughter  of  John  Forrester,  subject  to  the  condi¬ 
tions  hereafter  mentioned  in  the  13th  article,  and  at  her 
decease  it  is  to  be  given  to  her  heirs. 

8th  I  give  to  the  sd  John,  the  sum  of  $2500,  in  trust 
for  the  benefit  of  my  aunt  Eunice  Perkins  for  her  support 
and  at  her  decease  the  sd  sum  shall  be  distributed  as  fol¬ 
lows: —  To  Simon,  son  of  John  Forrester,  $1000.  To  Simon 
Forrester,  son  of  Gideon  Barstow,  $1000.  To  Charles,  son 
of  John  Andrew,  $500.  This  property  distributed  to  my 
three  grandchildren  to  be  subject  to  the  conditions  mentioned 
in  the  13  th  article. 

9th  I  give  to  John  Andrew,  $1000,  in  trust,  to  be  put  at 
interest  or  invested,  interest  to  be  paid  quarterly  to  my 
two  sisters,  Eunice  Harthorne  and  Ruth  Harthorne,  and  at 
their  decease  said  sum  to  be  paid  to  John  Forrester,  son  of 
sd  Andrew. 

10th  To  Isaac  Watson,  son  of  John  Andrew,  five  hundred 
dollars  to  Daniel  Harthorne,  son  of  Gideon  Barstow,  $1000. 

11th  To  Elizabeth  Forrester,  Eleanor  Forrester,  Thomas 
and  Louisa  Gardner,  the  children  of  Thomas  Carlile,  two 
thousand  dollars  to  be  invested  by  my  executors  in  the  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Hospital  Life  Insurance  Co.  for  the  purpose  of 
purchasing  an  endowment  for  sd  children  to  be  paid  to  them 
in  equal  portions  when  they  are  of  the  age  of  21  years  or 
married. 

12th  To  my  daughters  Catharine,  Nancy  and  Eleanor 
and  to  my  daughter  in  law  Charlotte  Forrester,  wife  of  John 
Forrester,  each  $500,  to  be  invested.  The  income  of  the  sums 
given  to  my  daughters  Catharine  and  Nancy,  I  wish  to  be 
appropriated  wholly  to  the  support  of  Mrs.  Mary  Joseph, 
widow,  during  her  life. 

The  income  of  the  sum  given  my  daughter  Eleanora,  I 
wish  to  be  applied  to  the  relief  of  my  Cousin  Ebenezer 
Cheever  and  the  widow  of  the  late  Solomon  Gould,  in  such 
manner  as  my  said  daughter  shall  think  best. 

The  income  of  the  sum  given  my  daughter-in-law  Char¬ 
lotte,  I  wish  to  be  applied  to  the  relief  of  the  widow  of  the 
late  Jonathan  Phelps  and  any  other  of  my  relatives  who  may 
need  assistance. 
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At  the  decease  of  any  of  the  persons  just  mentioned  for 
whose  use  the  income  might  be  applied,  I  wish  it  to  be  used 
for  the  relief  of  poor  widows  in  Salem,  according  to  the  dis¬ 
cretion  of  my  sd  daughters  and  daughters- in-law.  Should 
either  of  my  daughters  or  daughters-in-law  depart  this  life 
before  my  decease,  it  is  my  will  that  the  said  sum  of  $500 
given  to  them  shall  be  paid  to  the  husband  or  husbands  of 
the  sd  persons,  or  to  the  executors  or  administrators  of  sd 
husband  or  husbands,  leaving  it  freely  to  the  honor  of  my 
daughters  or  those  into  whose  hands  the  property  may  come 
to  comply  with  my  wishes. 

13th  In  respect  to  the  property  bequeathed  in  the  7th, 
8th,  9th  and  10th  articles  to  my  grandchildren  Rachel  For¬ 
rester,  Simon  Forrester,  Simon  Forrester  Barstow,  Charles 
Andrew  and  David  Nathan  Barstow,  if  any  of  them  shall 
be  married  or  have  become  twenty-one  years  of  age  by  the 
time  this  property  shall  accrue  to  them,  they  shall  receive 
the  sums  due  them  but  if  they  shall  still  be  minors  or  un¬ 
married  their  guardians  shall  place  the  money  at  interest 
until  they  are  married. 

14th  Should  there  be  left  any  property  undisposed  of 
after  these  bequests  are  satisfied,  I  will  that  the  sd  property 
shall  be  divided  among  my  children,  John,  Catharine,  Nancy 
and  Eleanor  or  their  heirs. 

Lastly  I  appoint  Nathaniel  Bowditch  of  Salem  to  be  sole 
executor. 

Witness: — Lewis  Tucker,  Oliver  Dermett,  Elizabeth 
French. 

Inventory4  of  the  Estate  of  Simon  Forrester  of  Salem, 
merchant.  Appraisers  appointed  July  15,  1817,  viz. 
Joseph  Waters,  Samuel  Endicott  and  Richard  Wheatland: 


Real  Estate : 

Dwelling  House  and  land  in  Derby  street  $8,000. 

Wharf  and  Stores  on  Derby  street  14,000. 

House  and  land  on  Union  street  2,500. 

House  and  land  occupied  by  Doctor  Barstow  9,000. 

House  and  land  occupied  by  Mr  Andrew  4,000. 

House  and  land  occupied  by  Mr  Carlisle  6,050. 

2  Pews  in  Mr  Abbot’s  Meeting  House  350. 

1  Pew  in  St  Peter’s  Church  117. 


4  Docket  977C,  Essex  County  Probate. 


$44,017. 


' 

*  i  I  i  ;  ;  lit-  tv  .1  •  my  .  o  i ;  i  -,..i  :  >, 

‘  i  -It  -  ,i.  •  ■  W  Ill  aiMtfb  )  SI  10  *i :  1 1 1  '  •> 

»**  "  :«  n  1  .  1^1 1  !f  ‘  ■  y  «!  nt  ri-  J»  ’in  .‘Km  : 

-  1  ••  .  o  o' 

fW  'i': '  Jii.  ’20  [»<U  lie  I'd 

•i  Vi  i  j  n  ,  ri 

&  *■  r‘<ii > jv ; ;  d  V  ’lfKJt.  -Hit  ol  i;  <;  ■■  it T 

*  7  "  •'  <  !  .'.U  ‘  ’iiit  ■  .•■:<{  ;.«l:  V-M  :  i- :  /. 

'•I  i  •  1 '  •  -  i  ’j  '  0  k  'ini  IT  '  ■  i 

<■1  inili  ■;  ;<  m  t  i) 

-  "  ,0  :  <•*  0<l  ii:  :  Ji!  '  \  i  ti  4  .  >!?(.  fflli.t:  $li* 

'  *.  »;  1  i  ti  L  Lj 

.•/•••  1  . !  : 

' 

i  i  v-  ■  o  j,9;  [  '  ii, 

■ 

TOfr  y  I 

f 1  ■  '  /i  •  T  >*  .' 

m.-  i  i 

'  *.!  j  •  •  r'  bo  ’  :»(•  j  1  ■  >1 : 10VJ5  1 

V  •'*  :  V  nr,  i)n  ti  :  .  TI 

:  J  i  yj 

0  •  . 

,.m,  •  r 

.00' 1  i 


•  ■'  i  -A  ....  0  .if..  ......  .•/ 

.  ti  i  no  I  a  s  '0 

’>  c  .m  a*  .  'j  oil 

<v*  i'U  '»  •  J  ii  >  j  ,  a >  .  -n  £;  •••  ti 

'  *  l 1 '  V  T;  •  .  i  n  ft  q:  m  1 

rol :  !/  '  ,  .1  rr  -vw  ’i  •' 

'  T  ».  *'•'  t#  .11  j 


V  ;  . 


"  A  IRH  »  i  ^  JI  ,i)  .  V;.  4s>i'  ft 


••  .  A 


.  ’  *•  ■ 


18 
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Personal  Estate : 

Weights  and  beams  $120.,  Ten  Iron  Guns  $100., 

Silver  Plate  $500.,  Household  Furniture  $1200.  1,920. 

Library  $500.,  Carriage,  Chaise  &  Harness  $700., 

Beds,  Blankets  &  Bed  Linen  $1000.  2,200. 

Family  Linen  $500.,  Ward  Itobe  $300.,  Contents  of 

Cellar  $350.  1,150. 

Counting  House  Furniture  $20.,  Eleven  hundred 

Gunny  Bags  $59.,  one  Cow  $20.  99. 

Stocks  in  Louisiana  Loans,  U.  S.  Bank  Shares, 

Specie  Dollars  in  Boston  Bank,  Adventure  by 
Ship  Two  Brothers 

One  third  part  of  ship  Restitution  &  cargo 
40  shares  in  Salem  Bank 
40  shares  in  Salem  Marine  Office 
50  shares  in  Boston  Marine  Office 
Adventure  in  Ship  Charles  Morriss 
Money  laying  in  England 
30  shares  in  Norfolk  &  Bristol  Turnpike 
20  shares  in  Essex  Turnpike 
6  shares  in  Salem  Assembly 
18  tons  of  Hemp  at  New  York 
4  Bales  Calcutta  Goods  in  Philadelphia  Notes 
Two  notes  of  Richard  Wheatland’s 
Benjamin  Felt’s  note  $100 
•John  and  Richard  Gardner  &  Co’s  note 
Hugh  McCullock’s  note 
John  Forrester’s  note 


41,017. 

15,000. 

4,000. 

12,000. 

3,600. 

7,000. 

162,262.74 

4,300. 

300. 

600. 

3,000. 

2,000. 

2,000. 

100. 

500. 

300. 

958.61 


Whole  Total  $308,324.35 

The  executors  of  the  last  will  and  testament  of  Capt. 
Simon  Forrester,  for  the  better  understanding  of  the  several 
accounts  exhibited  by  them,  submit  the  following  statement 
of  the  mode  in  which  the  estate  has  been  settled  by  them : 

The  whole  amount  of  property  which  has  come 

into  their  hands  as  appears  by  their  accounts  is  $805,731.14 
To  this  sum  add  the  amount  of  advancements 
made  by  the  testator  in  his  life  time  to  the  five 
surviving  children  and  directed  in  the  will  to 
be  taken  as  part  of  his  estate  83,433.94 


889,165.08 
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Add  also  the  amount  of  advancements  made  to 

Charles  Forrester  the  deceased  son  22,523.64 


911,688.72 

Deduct  from  this  sum  as  follows,  viz: — 

“  property  for  the  use  of  the 

testator's  widow  $55,218.57 

“  legacy  given  22.000. — 

“  debts,  taxes,  losses,  premiums 

of  insurance  and  sundrv  other- 

demands  "  38,537.31  115,753.18 


Neat  amount  of  property  to  be  divided  $795,935.54 

of  which  a  share  or  sixth  part  is  $132,655.92  1  /3 

and  five  such  shares  have  been  paid  over  to  the  . 

trustees  of  the  daughters  and  to  the  two  sons, 

making  663,279.62 

The  intestate  sixth  is  nominally  $132,655.92  1/3 

but  from  this  must  be  deducted'  the 

amount  of  advancements  made  to 

Charles  Forrester,  the  deceased  son, 

who  would  take  this  sixth  22,523.64 


Neat  balance  to  be  distributed  $110,132.28 
of  which  1/5  is  $22,026.46;  and  five 
such  parts  have  been  paid  over  to  the 

heirs  at  law,  making  $110,132.28 

to  which  add  the  advancements  of  Charles 

Forrester  22,523.64 


— executors 


$795,935.54 

John  Forrester 
Timo.  Williams 
Jno.  Pickering 
Whereas  Ruth  TIathorne,  Spinster  of  Salem,  lately  deceased 
did  propose  by  her  last  will  &  testament  to  leave  her  property 
ip  Charlotte,  widow  of  the  late  John  Forrester,  for  her  natu¬ 
ral  life,  then  to  the  unmarried  daughters  of  said  John  and 
Chari  otte 

And  whereas  there  is  in  existence  a  certain  note  of  hand 
belonging  to  the  estate  of  said  John  Forrester  deceased  & 
the  heirs  thereof  signed  bv  said  Ruth  Hathorne  and  which 
note  covers  &  absorbs  the  property  intended  to  be  devised 
as  aforesaid 
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And  whereas  we  desire  tlie  purpose  of  the  said  will  to  be 
carried  into  effect  &  the  said  note  to  be  cancelled  in  further¬ 
ance  of  said  purpose 

Now,  therefore,  we  the  subscribers  hereto  heirs  of  the 
said  John  Forrester  deceased  &  in  that  capacity  holdrs  of 
the  note  aforesaid  &  the  claim  &  right  therefrom  arising 
do  for  ourselves  relinquish  our  several  shares  of  &  interest 
in  said  note  on  condition  that  the  property  of  said .  Ruth 
Hathorne  liable  to  the  claim  under  said  note  shall  be  prop¬ 
erly  invested  and  so  kept  &  the  interest  thereof  receivd  by  & 
paid  over  to  Charlotte,  widow  of  said  John  Forrester  during 
her  natural  life  and  after  her  death  to  be  equally  divided 
among  &  to  the  daughters  of  said  John  Forrester  deceased 
viz: — Rachel,  Elizabeth  M.,  Louisa  &  Annie  M.  Forrester  &c. 
Dated: — May  6,  1848  Signed:  Elizabeth  Marion  Forrester 
Rachel  Forrester  Charlotte  Story  Devereux 

Louisa  Forrester  C.  Devereux 

Annie  Marion  Forrester 
Charles  Forrester 
Simon  Forrester 
Witness : — Elizabeth  Hooper 

Essex  ss.  The  fourth  acepunt  of  John  Forrester,  Timothy 
Williams,  and  John  Pickering,  executors  of  the  last  will  and 
testament  of  Simon  Forrester,  late  of  Salem  in  said  county 
of  Essex,  merchant,  deceased,  exhibited  at  a  court  of  pro¬ 
bate  begun  and  holden  at  said  Salem  in  said  county  by  the 
honorable  Daniel  A.  White,  judge  of  probate  of  said  county, 
on  the  first  Tuesday  of  October,  A  D  1819. 


The  said  executors  charge  themselves  with  the  balance  of 
their  third  account,  being  $42,274.80 

And  also  with  the  following  sums  of  money,  viz : — 

proceeds  of  real  estate  of  the  testator, 
situate  in  Barton  square  in  Salem,  and 
sold  under  authority  in  the  will  4,614.50 

do.  of  real  estate  on  Union  street,  sold  to 

the  testator's  widow  1,200. 

cash  received  of  the  Salem  marine  insur¬ 
ance  company  in  the  case  of  the  brig 
Sukey,  per  award  418.59 

dividend  on  the  estate  of  Moses  Wallis, 

insolvent  39.67 

do.  second  dividend  11.43 


6,284.19 
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proceeds  of  real  estate  charged  as  an 
advancement  to  Catharine  Andrew, 
hut  relinquished  by  her  pursuant  to 


the  will  3.000. 

do.  of  real  estate  on  Union  street,  sold 

under  the  will  1.090. 


do.  of  lot  of  staves  (not  inventoried) 
do.  of  demand  recovered  against  H. 

Glover  &  co.  Rio  Janeiro  2,022.20 

do.  1  pair  of  iron  guns  sold  25. — 

dividend  of  social  insurance  company 

1 pr.  cent  60. — 


cash  received  of  Stephen  White  on  ac¬ 
count  of  adventure  per  Charles  Morris  42.08 
interest  on  Benjamin  Felt’s  note  for 
$100.  (the  principal  being  accounted 
for,  as  per  inventory)  12. — 

rent  of  real  estate  on  Herbert  street  50. — 

balance  of  insurance  account  at  P.  Land¬ 
er’s  office  153.35 


sundry  sums  of  money  per  account  cur¬ 
rent  of  Samuel  Williams  esquire 
£896.14.9  sterling  3,985.50 

increase  on  the  adventure  pr.  ship  Two 

Brothers  £4728.15.0  sterling  21,016.79 

quantity  of  rattans  sold  (not  inventoried)  15.23 
note  of  Alexander  Winning  Feb.  12,  1816 
for  $150  and  interest  to  August  3, 

1819  (not  inventoried)  180.25 

proceeds  of  4  bales  of  Calcutta  goods 
$964.96  deduct  apprised  value  pr.  in¬ 
ventory  $400  564.96 

do.  of  quantity  of  goat-skins,  being  part 

of  cargo  of  ship  Restitution  429.64 

note  of  William  Manning,  Jan.  2,  1816 
for  $185.74  and  interest  to  August  3, 

1819  (not  inventoried)  225.66 

interest  due  on  note  of  R.  Wheatland 
(for  $200  as  pr  inventory  to  August 
3,  1819,  ‘  310.— 


4,090.— 
5. — 


2,364.63 


$55,017.62 
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do.  on  note  of  Hugh  McCulloch,  March 
15,  1815,  for  $300  as  per  inventory — 
interest  after  60  days  to  Aug.  3,  i819  75.50 

note  and  interest  of  Joseph  Pratt,  Feb¬ 
ruary  25,  1814,  for  $102.29  to  August 
3,  1819  (not  inventoried)  135.84 

gain  on  iron  guns  sold — amount  of  sales 
$107  deduct  apprised  value  pr.  inven¬ 
tory  $100  *  1.—  $26,940.37 


$81,957.99 

cash  received  of  J.  Forrester  2,264.63 


$84,222.62 

And  the  said  executors  pray  allowance  of  the  following 
charges,  viz  : 

Sundry  bills  paid,  viz: — Dr.  Tredwells  $22.50 
Tax  on  pew  in  North  meeting  house  23.04 

Taxes  on  state,  town  and  county 
for  1818  $435.90 

deduct  discount  21.80 


-  414.10 

Premium  note  at  Union  office'  901. — 

Timothy  Williams  S2.25 

Referees  in  the  case  of  the  Sukev  30. — 

V 

Award  of  referees  in  favor  of  under¬ 
writers  on  do.  5,377.31 

Do.  in  favor  of  N.  BroAvn — master  of 

the  Sukey  542. — 

Premium  note  at  Salem  marine  in¬ 
surance  co.,  1,376. — 

Thomas  Baker’s  13. — 


Benjamin  Felt  •  32.75 

Mrs.  Rachel  Forrester  25. — 

Thorndike  Deland  13.50 


Sundry  payments  to  the  heirs  and  legatees.  viz. 
To  N.  Bowditch  &  others;  trustees 

of  C.  Andrew  •  2000. — 

“  do. 

of  N.  Barstow  2000. — 

“  do. 

of  E.  Carlile  2000. — 


$8,781.20 


71.25 


6,000. 
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To  John  Andrew  4000. — 

“  do.  5000.— 

“  do.  amount  of  pew  conveyed  to  him  175. —  9,175. — 


“  Gideon  Barstow 
“  do.  £800  sterling 


4000.— 

3555.55  7555.55 


(note  the  value  of  the  pound  was  then  $4.44) 

To  Thomas  Carlile  4000. — 

“  do.  £800  sterling  3555.55  7555.55 


“  do.  amount  of  pew  conveyed  to  him  117. — 

To  John  Forrester  800. — 


$40,055.55 

Interest  on  7  pr.  cent  stocks  to  October  1,  1817 
charged  to  the  executors  in  their  first  account, 
but  which  was  received,  according  to  the  rules 
of  the  loan  office  in  their  names  for  the  use  of 
the  heirs  and  legatees  to  whom  the  said  stocks 
had  been  previously  transferred,  September  4, 

1817,  which  interest  has  been  paid  over  to  the 
legatees  respectively  1106.67 

Sundry  articles  transferred  to  Mrs.  Forrester,  viz : — 
Testator's  carriage  valued  at  $650. — 

do.  library  do.  500. — 

do.  wardrobe  do.  300. —  1450. — 


Cash  paid  Thomas  Carlile,  £500  sterling 
“  paid  do. 

“  paid  John  Andrew 
“  Thorndike  Deland's  bill  for  sales  of  real 
and  personal  estate  $34. — 

Taxes  for  the  year  1819  $189.02 — 

discount  off  $9.45  179.57 

(i  Loss  on  bills  of  exchange  drawn  at 

sundry  times  286.15 

“  do.  on  1100  gunny  bags,  appraised 

at  $59  produced  $55  4. — 

e:  do.  on  Essex  turnpike  shares,  ap¬ 
praised  at  $300  produced  177. —  123. — 

“  do.  on  shares  in  assembly  room  do. 

$300  produced  126.  174. — 


2222.22 

140.— 

825.— 
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Cash  Timothy  Bigelow  esquire’s  bill  for 
retainer  and  services  as  counsel 
to  the  executors  260. — 

“  paid  weighing  hemp  (omitted  in 

sales  of  do.)  8.11 

“  paid  1  /3  of  old  unsettled  account 

to  P.  Remsen  437.58 

“  paid  premium  note  at  N.  Bowditch’s 

office  600. — 

“  paid  Timothy  Bigelow  esquire, 

further  charges  as  counsel  &c.  270. — 

“  amount  of  real  estate  conveyed  to 

Thomas  II.  Forrester  1090.— 

“  Alexander  Winning’s  note,  trans- 

ferred  to  do.  180.25 

“  paid  FT.  Bowditch  and  others,  trus¬ 
tees  3 /5  of  bills  of  exchange, 
drawn  by  Cramer  Smith  and 
co.  June  28,  1807  on  S.  Will¬ 
iams,  London,  for  account  of  S. 

Forrester  paid  by  S.  Williams, 

December  11,  1817  and  charged 
by  him  to  said  trustees,  deduct¬ 
ing  therefrom  the  balance  due 
to  said  Williams  from  said  trus¬ 
tees  and  charged  by  him  to  the 
estate  of  S.  Forrester  238.33 

“  paid  John  Forrester  1/5  of  the 

above  bill  100.92 

“  paid  Thomas  IT.  Forrester  1  /5  of 

the  above  bill  100.92 


John  Pickering’s  bill  against  the  tes¬ 
tator  45. — 

Balance  of  account  due  James  Drake  and 

co.  on  account  of  the  brig  Eliza  642.17 

Do.  due  to  J.  Forrester  243.80 


Sundry  balances  paid  to  the  testator’s 
children  and  the  trustees  under  the  will, 
to  equalize  their  respective  payments  to 
this  time,  viz  : — 


440.17 


49,886.27 


930.97 
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Paid  to  N.  Bowditch  and  others,  trustees 


for  C.  x\ndrew  2091.96 

“  do. 

for  N.  Barstow  2092.09 

“  do. 

for  E.  Carlile  2003.16 

To  Thomas  H.  Forrester  9578.49 

To  John  Andrew  in  right  of  Catharine 
his  wife  on  account  of  the  intes¬ 
tate  sixth  part  1026.46 


“  Gideon  Barstow  in  right  of  Nancy 

his  wife  on  account  as  aforesaid  991.69  21,254.76 


Sundry  disbursements  of  the  exec¬ 
utors  in  settlement  of  the  estate,  viz : — 


John  Forrester’s  bill 

31.62 

Timothy  William’s  do. 

41.13 

John  Pickering’s  do. 

27.87 

100.62 

Fees  paid  at  the  probate  office  at 

sundry  times 

50.— 

Executors’  services  &c.  in  the  execution  of  their 

trust 

* 

10,000.— 

• 

$82,222.62 

John  Forrester 

John  Pickering  \ — executors 

Timo.  Williams 

Essex,  ss.  At  a  court  of  probate  holden  in  Salem  in  and 
for  said  county  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  October,  A.  D.  1819, 
John  Pickering,  esquire,  one  of  the  executors,  makes  oath, 
etc. 


The  following  is  from  the  Leverett  Saltonstall  Papers, 
vol.  1,  p.  30,  in  the  Essex  Institute: 

Essex  County  Probate  Court,  third  Tuesday  August  J  8 1 8 : 

In  the  case  of  John  Forrester,  Timothy  Williams,  and 
John  Pickering  executors  of  the  last  will  and  testament  of 
Simon  Forrester,  deceased.  And  now  John  Forrester,  one 
of  the  heirs  at  law  and  devisees  of  the  said  Simon  Forrester, 
having  appealed  from  the  decree  of  the  said  Judge  (Daniel 
A.  White)  upon  the  second  account  of  the  executors  of  said 
Simon  Forrester,  files  the  following  Reasons  of  Appeal, 
to  wit: 

First.  Because  the  said  Judge,  among  other  things,  dis- 
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allowed  the  charge  of  advancements  therein  made  against 
the  Appellant  by  the  said  executors,  upon  the  ground  that 
the  said  executors  did  not  include  therein  the  sum  of  eleven 
thousand  dollars  entered  in  the  testator’s  ledger,  with  divers 
advancements  to  the  account  of  the  Appellant  as  the  value 
of  -a  certain  ship,  called  the  Endeavor:  but  the  Appellant 
alleges,  that  the  said  ship  was  transferred  to  him  by  the 
testator  by  bill  of  sale  duly  executed,  the  consideration  of 
which  bill  of  sale  was  the  sum  of  eight  thousand  dollars,  for 
which  sum  the  Appellant  gave  his  promissory  note  to  the 
testator,  and  the  same  note  was  afterwards  freely  and  volun¬ 
tarily  cancelled  by  the  testator;  by  reason  of  which  the  said 
entry  in  the  ledger  was  annulled  and  made  void,  and  ought 
not  now  to  be  in  force  against  the  Appellant. 

Second.  Because  in  said  account  a  deduction  is  made 
from  the  advancement  charged  in  the  testator’s  ledger  against 
Nancy  Barstow,  one  of  the  heirs  at  law  and  devisees,  which 
deduction  amounts  to  the  sum  of  nine  hundred  and  eighty 
dollars  and  forty  seven  cents,  and  ought  to  be  charged  to  the 
account  of  said  Nancy,  pursuant  to  the  tenor  of  the  said 
last  will. 

Third.  Because  in  said  account  a  deduction  is  made  from 
the  advancement  charged  in  the  testator’s  ledger  against 
Eleanor  Carlile,  one  of  the  heirs  at  law  and  devisees  of 
the  testator;  which  deduction  amounts  to  the  sum  of  fifteen 
hundred  and  eighty  four  dollars  and  sixty  three  cents,  and 
ought  to  be  charged  to  the  account  of  said  Eleanor  pursuant 
to  the  tenor  of  the  said  last  will. 

Fourth.  Because  the  decree  of  the  said  Judge  in  the  prem¬ 
ises  is  in  other  respects  erroneous  and  against  law. 

John  Forrester. 

Filed  in  Probate  Court  at  Salem  August  18,  1818. 

In  March,  1826,  the  house  in  Derby  Street,  formerly 
occupied  by  Simon  Forrester,  was  sold  by  John  Andrew 
and  Gf.  Barstow  to  Bichard  Savory  and  Thomas  Farless 
jr.  including  the  front  land  and  large  garden  for  $5,000. 

List  of  Vessels  owned  or  commanded  by  Simon  For¬ 
rester  : 

1775.  Rover,  sloop,  60  men,  6  guns,  8  swivels,  Simon 
Forrester,  Commander.  ‘October  16.  1775.  Cnpt.  Forrester 
has  taken  four  prizes,  two  very  valuable.  Three  have  ar- 


if  _  <1  'Hi  O':  A  '  -  U  i. 


.  I  ■  >  •  rj*  r 

,ib  /(|ivr  .  t  *oJni  oil  He  bn  -  t  ©b  bin  : -.‘.r  i 

•o  ao  iint>f>ifejKK> 

*,  £  u  / !/  A  1<  J  iib'je  M*)  ii.ll  i  S-.il  «.V*  '•  1  iltvi  rf  !i»U 

f  >  i  :  j  t  i{».-  ■  ,  no*. ‘A  vfi 

'  Jn  r  [/  si  j  f  ie,  !i  .*•*;-  ai  •  ti  o  ri  1©« 
, a ai  Rt  jrvoii'ml: ’i  b  ♦  it  rooci . ;  I  i 

<  .  '  vj  srfl  fli  1  >  r*  '  ft  J 

o  oitet  ;*id1  oi  |  ,yoi  A  liia  in  ©©•>*>; 

.  i  i !  W 

a  •  •  • 

j  uhr.  •;  ic.  )l  r  i<  t  in i  at  b:,  ■  ; -  1  ivf  .  t*:'l 

'to  t  ift  v lil  hi  -iii  1 

■ 

;*  k  -a  Mi  .v<  V  hi.  >  '\o  hMf<0>  B  fill  <>t  n  »<r  vr  ii  no 

.If;  *v  j:  £>i  /.  drf  ;<  'J  •  •••: /  t>  ft  o-' 

-  ,  !r  s>  sj >,  i  to  ■  ftd  -l  '  •  .ri  \ 

;r  l  *  ii  ...  ij  2  :  ,  ,.V  (<  .j  .  K  1 

f,i  '•  :  c  y.  i  “  r  n‘  »£-.ori  i)  •>i  v-  tiloi  ^  ■ 

//  •: ■:•  t  si  i  i  ;w  %U tvi.io'  UO  '  !-  <  C}W 

-  I  jo4!  .I  t  o'nfj  *nui  bual  j  . »'»  •  I  h  .  .1; 


■■■;-•  1  f  h  bill) 'no. 00  :o  f  */o  fcl.;  #  *  ^0  .!*rJ 

■ 

ioj.i  '  ’  i  -  it  >*  ‘  •  1  oil  P f T 1 

■ 

•:  •  ! '  f £i  ;  :  (•  n-  .  T/J  ,  ;  i  ...  lUOl  a  *r  .•  l  :A 


—i.  i  mm  mmi 


SHIP  “ PERSEVERANCE  " 

Wheatland,  Silver  &  Forrester,  owners;  Richard  Wheatland,  Master.  1794. 
Wrecked  on  Cape  Cod  in  1805. 

From  a  water-color  in  the  Peabody  Museum. 
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rived  into  port  ye  two  valuable  ones  among  ye  no/ — William 
Wetmorc’s  Diary.  October  22,  1776,  he  engaged  a  Bristol 
Guineaman  Avhich  blew  up  and  only  three  out  of  twenty- 
eight  of  her  men  were  saved.  November  26,  1776.  ‘Sold 
by  order  of  the  owners  of  the  privateer  sloop  Rover ,  Captain 
Forrester,  viz :  brigantine  Mary  and  James ,  150  tons,  with 
appurtenances,  boat,  etc.  £730,  to  M.  Brimmer  brigantine 
Good  Intent ,  110  tons  with  appurtenances,  £680  to  M.  Brim¬ 
mer;  brigantine  Mary  Ann,  90  tons,  with  appurtenances, 
£630,  to  Benjamin  Call;  sloop  James,  80  tons,  with  appur¬ 
tenances,  £200  to  James  Dean;  60  chaldrons  sea  coal  at 
£6:18:10,  brown  earthenware,  at  £3,  per  crate;  white  earth¬ 
enware,  at  £11,  per  crate;  beef  at  63s.  per  bbl. ;  5  paint  pots; 
hand  screws  and  jack  screw;  anchors  and  cordage;  pepper 
at  3s.  3d.  per  lb.;  brass  compass,  £2  :6  :0;  16  ft.  boat,  £5  :0  :0; 
common  compass,  12s.  Total,  £2908,:15:6/ 

Also  February  19,  1777,  goods  from  Rover,  £174:11:2 
and  August  18,  1779,  sold  by  order  of  Captain  Simon  For¬ 
rester,  agent  for  privateer  Monmouth ,  iron  and  molasses, 
£344:0:0,  and  September  13,  1779,  other  goods  from  the 
same,  £1150,  and  November  2,  1779  other  goods  for  £15,230. 

October  14,  1776  in  a  letter  from  James  Jeffry  to  John 
Jeffry:  ‘Captain  Forrester  has  taken  five  prizes,  one  loaded 
chiefly  with  English  goods  valued  at  £35,000  stePg  first 
cost.  She  is  not  yet  arrived.  If  she  does  all  concerned  ex¬ 
pect  their  fortunes  are  made,  that  sale  of  the  cargo  here 
will  neat  at  least  One  hundred  thousand  pounds  sterling/ 

1778.  Black  Snake,  sloop,  12  guns,  60  men,  Henry 
Phelps,  Commander.  Bond : — Continental,  $5000 ;  State, 
£500.  Bonders: — Henry  Phelps,  principal;  Simon  Forres¬ 
ter  (Samuel  Forister  on  State  bond)  and  Zachariah  Burch- 
more  of  Salem,  sureties.  Owners: — Simon  Forrester  and 
Zachariah  Burchmore.  Witness: — Daniel  Hopkins. 

1779.  Washington,  brigantine,  163  tons,  Newcastle, 
1779,  registered  at  Salem,  June  18,  1779,  Simon  Forrester, 
owner,  John  Murphy,  master. 

1780.  Jason,  ship,  10  guns,  24  men,  Simon  Forrester, 
Commander.  Bond: — Continental,  $10,000;  State,  £4,000. 
Bonders: — Simon  Forrester,  mariner  of  Salem,  principal; 
Bartholomew  Putnam  and  Jacob  Ashton,  merchants,  sure¬ 
ties.  Owners: — Bartholomew  Putnam  and  others,  of  Sa¬ 
lem.  Witnesses: — N(athan)  Goodale,  W(illiam)  Cleveland. 
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SIMON  FORRESTER  AND  II  IS  DESCENDANTS 


1781.  Patty,  ship,  8  guns,  20  men,  Simon  Forrester,  of 
Salem,  Commander.5 

1781.  Port  Packet,  ship,  8  guns,  20  men,  Simon  For¬ 
rester,  Commander. 

1782.  Exchange,  ship,  20  guns,  40  men,  Simon  For¬ 
rester,  Commander.  Salem  Gazette ,  Apr.  4,  1782:  ‘The  ship 
Exchange,  Capt.  Simon  Forrester,  and  the  brig  Revolt,  Capt. 
Phelps,  both  belonging  to  this  port,  are  taken  and  carried 
into  New  York/  ‘Reported  captured  and  sent  to  Bermuda 
April  8,  1782/ 

1784.  Good  Hope,  built  at  Amesbury,  brigantine,  171 
guns,  registered  in  Salem  July  31,  1790,  Simon  Forrester, 
owner,  John  Burke,  master.  Altered  to  barque  December 
1792,  Simon  Forrester,  owner,  Michael  Haskell,  master. 

1790.  Good  Intent,  barque,  built  by  Ebenezer  Mann, 
Salem,  for  Simon  Forrester,  Michael  Haskell,  master. 

1792.  Vigilant,  ship,  194  tons,  Durham,  N.  H.,  regis¬ 
tered  October  30,  1799,  Salem,  Simon  Forrester,  owner, 
James  Clemmons,  commander.  Sold  and  registered  in  1801, 
.Jesse  Richardson,  Joshua  Richardson,  Nathaniel  Richard¬ 
son,  owners,  Nathaniel  Archer,  master.  (Richard  Wheat- 
land  was  also  master.  ‘The  first  vessel  to  enter  at  Salem 
from  Archangel,  Russia,  in  October  1798.  .  Frequently  de¬ 
scribed  as  a  snow,  but  no  registry  of  her  as  such  has  been 
found/) 

1794.  Perseverance,  245  tons,  built  in  Haverhill  in 
1794  for  Simon  Forrester.  The  Salem  Ship  Register  states 
that  her  first  entrance  to  Salem  harbor  was  from  Archangel 
in  October,  1798.  (See  the  same  statement  from  the  same 
source  as  to  Vigilant)  and  the  next  year  she  fought  a  Fiench 
privateer  in  the  Bahama  Channel.  The  story  of  the  fight 
is  related  in  the  History  of  Essex  County  and  in  the  Salem 
Gazette  of  February  5,  1805.  There  is,  however,  a  state¬ 
ment  made  by  Deputy  Collector  Oliver  and  printed  in  the 
Essex  Institute  Historical  Collections  which  makes  it  appear 
that  she  had  been  in  the  port  earlier  that  year.  He  says: 
‘28  April  1798.  Perseverance ,  245  tons,  arrived  in  Salem 
from  Canton,  with  5,000  chests  of  Bohea  tea  on  hoard,  marked 

s  According-  to  the  Derby  Mss.,  vol.  30,  in  the  Essex  Institute, 
Simon  Forrester  was  master  of  the  ship  Salem  Packet  on  Dec. 
14,  1781.  The  paper  was  so  endorsed,  but  inside  gave  the  name 
Patty.  The  cargo,  consisting  of  fish,  boards,  shingles,  beef  and 
butter,  was  valued  at  $60,230.14.  The  return  cargo  was  sugar, 
cotton  and  indigo. 
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F.  N.  II.  (Forrester,  Nichols  &  Hodges).  Simon  Forrester 
owned  the  ship.  I  filed  a  bond  in  the  Custom  House  of 
Salem  for  the  duties  on  the  tea  imported  by  the  Perseverance. 
The  penalty  was  $60,000,  1  recollect  the  duties,  at  12  cents, 

were  a  little  over  $20,000,  which  I  then  thought  was  much 
money.  The  whole  cargo,  5,000  chests,  about  180,000  pounds, 
was  sold  in  Salem  for  $140,000,  or  thereabouts.  The  Perse¬ 
verance  touched  at  New  York,  with  freight  from  Canton, 
and  the  New  York  merchants  wanted  the  tea  landed  there/ 
She  was  wrecked  in  1805  at  Tarpaulin  Cove,  Cape  Cod.  The 
Boston  Ship  Register.  1804,  gives  this  information:  Reg. 
Boston,  March  IT,  1804;  owners,  1804:  Nathaniel  Ingersoli 
ot  Boston;  Simon  Forrester,  James  Cook  and  Richard  Wheat- 
land  of  Salem;  master,  James  Cook;  length,  88  ft.  9  in.; 
breadth,  25  ft.  2  in.;  depth.  12  ft.  T  in.:  2  decks,  3  masts, 
no  galleries,  no  figurehead,  square  stern.  ( On  back  of 
leaf,  ‘surrendered  at  Edgartown,’  Jan.  30,  1805?  ‘vessel 
.stranded/) 

The  Forrester  account  book,  1801-3,  gives  sales  from  the 
Perseverance  at  Canton  on  account  of  Simon  Forrester  of 
Salem,  and  Henry,  Timothy  and  John  Williams  of  Boston, 
by  Richard  Wheatland  and  Nathaniel  Ingersoli.  for  cordage, 
lead  and  iron,  at  $6522.15,  and  for  return  voyage  to  Boston, 
tea,  nankins,  satins,  at  $27,571.40.  Invoices  in  this  and  sub¬ 
sequent  voyages  totalled  $179,240. 

1795.  Sukey,  brigantine,  102  tons,  altered  to  145  tons 
1802,  built  in  Falmouth,  registered  in  Salem  July  7,  1798, 
Simon  Forrester,  owner,  William  Patterson,  master.  She 
was  probably  sold  in  Russia  in  1812. 

1802.  Eliza,  brig,  132  tons,  built  in  Salem,  reg.  Sept.  19, 
1811,  in  Salem,  Simon  Forrester,  owner,  Jerathmiel  Briggs, 
master.  In  1815  she  was  owned  by  Forrester’s  three  sons, 
John,  Thomas  H.,  and  Charles. 

1803.  Bonetta,  ship,  built  at  Duxburv,  Mass.,  1800; 
registered  at  Boston,  Feb.  8,  1803;  owners  in  1803,  Thomas 
B.  Osgood,  Simon  Forrester,  Benjamin  Pickman,  ji\,  all  of 
Salem ;  master,  Thomas  B.  Osgood.  Length,  83  ft. ;  breadth, 
25  ft.  3  in.;  depth,  12  ft.  7V->  in.;  2  decks,  3  masts,  no  galler¬ 
ies,  no  figurehead.  (Boston  Ship  Register,  1803.)  Benjamin 
Russell  also  was  master  in  1803. 

1803.  Endeavor,  ship,  234  tons,  built  by  Christopher 
Turner  at  Frye’s  Mills,  Salem,  registered  in  Salem  March 
19,  1804,  Simon  Forrester,  owner,  Samuel  Johnson,  master. 
She  was  later  owned  by  John  Forrester  and  eventually  sold 
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to  New  Bedford  as  a  whaler.  She  was  robbed  of  $4500  by. 
a  privateer  on  a  voyage  to  Manila. 

1803.  Little  James,  brig,  126  tons,  built  in  Somerset, 
registered  in  Salem,  June  6,  1809,  Simon  Forrester,  owner, 
William  Webb,  master. 

1S03.  Restitution,  ship,  247  tons,  built  in  Newbury, 
registered  in  Salem  April  12,  1805,  Simon  Forrester,  owner, 
John  Derby  3d.,  master.  She  was  later  owned  bv  the  three 
sons,  John,  Simon  and  Thomas  H.  She  arrived  in  Salem 
October  19,  1812,  with  a  very  valuable  cargo  from  Calcutta, 
paying  duties  of  $51,526,  and  narrowly  escaping  capture  by 
the  British. 

1805.  Messenger,  ship,  277  tons,  built  by  Enos  Briggs, 
Salem,  registered  July  11,  1805,  Simon  Forrester,  owner, 
James  Buffington,  master.  Registered  April  18,  1815,  John, 
Thomas  H.  and  Charles  Forrester,  owners,  George  Barker, 
jr.,  master.  Registered  May  21,  1816,  John  and  Thomas  H. 
Forrester,  owners,  Edward  Stanley,  master,  and  in  1822, 
James  Buffington,  master.  Sold  in  Boston  in  1831. 

He  also  commanded  the  Centurion,  privateer  sloop,  in 
1780.  This  vessel  was  owned  in  Boston  and  was  not  of 
Salem  register. 

Note: — These  records  are  taken  from  the  Salem  Ship 
Registers,  1789-1900,  Essex  Institute,  1906;  Massachusetts 
Privateers  of  the  Revolution,  Gardner  Weld  Allen,  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Historical  Society,  1927;  Salem  Vessels  and  Their 
Voyages,  George  Granville  Putnam,  Essex  Institute,  1922, 
1925  and  1929. 

The  Benjamin  F.  Browne  Mss.,  p.  46,  in  the  Essex 
Institute  gives  the  following: 

Reed  of  Simon  Forrester  Six  pound  Eighteen  Shills  for 
piliting  the  Grand  Turks  prize  From  Portsmouth  to  Salem. 

Salem  Decembr  3d  1782  James  Miller 

From  the  Elias  Hasket  Derby  Mss.,  Vol.  2,  pp.  91,  105, 
in  the  Essex  Institute. 

Children  of  Simon  and  Faciiel  (IIatiiorne)  Forrester, 
born  in  Salem : 

3.  Eleanor  (Eleanora,  Elinor,  Nelly),  b.  25  July,  1777,  bap. 

North  Church;  d.  29  Oct.  1795,  ae.  18  y.  (Salem  Gazette, 

Nov.  3d.) 
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4.  Rachel,  b.  28  Nov.  1778,  bap.  28  Dec.  1778,  North  Church; 

d.  21  Nov.  1814,  Billerica,  Mass. 

5.  Catherine  (Katherine),  b.  7  Mar.  1780,  bap.  Apl.  1780, 

North  Church  ;  d.  14  July,  1845. 

6.  John,  b.  3  Oct.  1781,  bap.  Oct.  1781,  North  Church;  d.  25 

Jan.  1837. 

7.  Elizabeth,  b.  23  May,  1783,  bap.  May,  1783,  North  Church; 

d.  28  May,  1783,  ae.  5  days.  (Gravestone,  Charter  Street.) 

8.  Simon,  b.  8  Aug.  1785,  baj>.  Aug.  1785,  North  Church;  d. 

31  Oct.  1807,  at  sea;  law  student  under  Hon.  William 
Prescott. 

9.  Sarah,  b.  9  May,  1787,  bap.  May,  1787,  North  Church; 

d.  21  July,  1791. 

10.  Eliza,  b.  9  Oct.  1790,  bap.  17  Oct.  1790,  North  Church; 

d.  3  July,  1791. 

11.  Thomas  Haley  (Ilely),  b.  11  Nov.  1791,  bap.  Aug.  1794, 

North  Church  ;  d.  19  or  21  May,  1830,  Reading,  Mass. 

12.  Nancy,  b.  5  July,  1793;  d.  30  Oct.  1881. 

13.  Charles,  b.  30  Aug.  1794,  bap.  Aug.  1794,  North  Church ; 

d.  11  Apr.  1816,  ae.  21  y. 

14.  Eleanor,  b.  18  Jan.  1797,  bap.  21  Jan.,  North  Church;  d. 

25  Oct.  1864,  Troy,  N.  Y. 

Note  :  The  dates  of  birth  are  from  the  family  Bible.  The 
record  of  birth  of  a  son  in  1794  gives  the  name  of  George,  but 
this  seems  to  have  been  an  error,  as  elsewhere  he  is  called 
Charles. 

5.  Catherine  Forrester,  born  March  7  and  bap¬ 
tized  in  April,  1780,  at  the  North  Church  in  Salem, 
married  September  28,  1804  (certificate),  John,  born 
July  9,  1774,  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Watson) 
Andrew. 

John  Andrew  was  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Archer  and 
Andrew,  merchants,  who  failed,  and  Andrew  went  to 
Russia  as  a  commission  merchant  in  which  business  he 
achieved  success. 

At  the  same  time  that  his  brother-in-law  was  building 
his  mansion  on  Washington  Square,  Mr.  Andrew  was 
competing  with  him  as  to  which  should  have  the  finer 
house,  the  result  being  the  stately  dwelling  on  Newbury 
Street,  now  Washington  Square  West,  a  block  away, 
which  later  came  into  the  possession  of  the  Salford  family. 
Both  houses  were  finished  in  1819.  Mr.  Andrew  died 
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FOR HESTER  AND 


illS  DESCENDANTS 


July  7,  1829,  and  liis  wife  died  July  14,  1845,  aged 
65  years. 

The  following  notes  are  from  Dr.  Bentley’s  Diary: 


August  21,  18]  7.  The  Brig  New  Hazard  was  lost  on  the 
Goodwin  Sands.  The  Captain,  Isaac  Andrews,  was  drowned. 
She  had  40,000  D.  in  specie  insured,  all  lost.  Owned  by  his 
Brother  &  Co.  A  Brother  of  the  same  man  has  lost  his 
vessel  in  the.  West  Indies.  The  elder  Brother  John  inherits 
by  a  II.  of  Capt.  Forrester  &  was  famous  in  the  co-partner¬ 
ship  of  Samuel  Archer,  the  adventurer.  The  insurance  upon 
the  New  Hazard  will  take  60  th.  D.  from  the  Merchants  of 
Salem. 

Oct.  21,  1819.  This  week  Capt.  John  Andrews  is  raising 
his  four  large  columns  on  the  south  side  of  his  house.  These 
are  the  largest  ever  raised  in  Salem.  They  stand  on  the 
basement  story  on  the  S.  W.  part  of  the-  house.  The  base  is 
of  free  stone,  the  shafts  fluted,  of  pine.  The  capitals  are 
not  yet  raised.  This  is  building  in  true  as  well  as  great 
style.  The  columns  are  not  seen  in  the  front  of  the  house 
eastwardly  on  Washington  place  &  only  obliquely  at  the 
entrance  of  Newbury  street  within  the  wall  of  brick  which 
is  of  considerable  elevation  on  the  street. 


Children  (Andrew)  : 

John  Forrester,  b.  27  Nov.  1805  (Andrew  Bible)  ;  mar.  24 
Aug-.  1837,  Matilda  Louisa  Daland ;  d.  26  Dec.  1847,  ae. 
42  y.  He  was  a  merchant. 

Charles  Amburger,  bap.  17  Sept.  1809,  North  Church ;  d. 

17  June,  1834,  ae.  34  y.  He  was  a  lawyer. 

Catherine  Forrester,  bap.  22  June,  1817,  North  Church. 
Isaac  Watson,  bap.  8  Sept.  1822,  North  Church. 


6.  John  Forrester,  born  October  3,  and  baptized 
that  month  in  the  North  Church,  Salem,  married  October 
25,  1810,  at  St.  Michael’s  Church,  Marblehead  (the  inten¬ 
tion  having  been  filed  September  29),  Charlotte,  born 
October  16  and  baptized  October  19,  1788,  at  the  Second 
Congregational  Church,  Marblehead,  daughter  of  Elisha 
and  Mehitable  (Hedrick)  Story.  He  died  January  25, 
1837,  and  his  wife  died  December  10,  1867. 

Estate  of  John  Forrester,  merchant,  intestate:  Charles  A. 
Andrew  of  Salem,  administrator,  29  Aug.  1837,  Nathaniel 
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J.  Lord,  Jolm  F.  Andrew  and  Gideon  Bars  tow,  committee 
to  appraise.  (Essex  Co.  Probate,  vol.  97,  p.  189.) 

The  following  notes  are  from  Dr.  Bentley's  Diary: 

Sep.  1,  1817.  Last  week  the  Best  house,  bet.  Mason  & 
Chever  lot,  was  taken  down  by  Forrester  who  has  purchased 
the  Mason  mansion  house  &  lot  on  Brown  street.  (Re¬ 
moved  to  9  Federal  street.) 

Mar.  27,  1818.  Forrester's  money  will  serve  to  decorate 
Washington  Square.  Andrews  is  measuring  his  lines  on  the 
West  &  John  F.  will  take  Mason’s  house  on  the  north  & 
has  determined  to  remove  the  wooden  for  the  brick  building 
on  that  spot. 

Jun.  13,  1818.  Forrester's  foundations  are  laid  for  his 
brick  house  upon  Mason  Lot. 

July  3,  1818.  ...  the  Cellar  of  J.  Forrester  is  to  have 

all  the  finishing  of  (English)  in  1683,  pavement,  brick,  & 
stone  division  &  to  be  sealed  with  plastering  above.  The 
work  of  the  cellar  is  well  done. 

Sept.  18,  1818.  Forrester  is  now  covering  the  roof. 

Oct.  21,  1819.  Capt.  John  Forrester  is  now  preparing 
the  front  of  his  house  on  the  north  side  of  the  Common, 
with  a  southern  front.  He  has  the  best  situation.  Every¬ 
thing  is  well  done  about  this  house  which  will  soon  be  ready 
for  him.  It  comes  nigher  in  its  appearance  to  our  usual 
style  of  building  in  brick,  but  probably  is  not  behind  in 
any  of  the  materials  or  workmanship  upon  the  plan  he  has 
adopted. 

Dec.  9,  1819.  Forrester  is  moving  into  his  new  house  on 
1ST.  side  of  W's  place. 

List  of  Vessels  owned  by  John  Forrester  and  his 
brothers : 

1802.  Eliza,  brig.  (See  under  Simon  Forrester.) 

1803.  Restitution,  ship.  (See  under  Simon  Forrester.) 

1809.  Perseverance,  ship  (second  of  the  name),  241 

tons,  registered  in  Salem,  January  8,  1810.  John  Forrester 
and  others,  owners;  James  Silver,  master.  Forrester  had 
ceased  to  be  an  owner  in  1811,  and  she  was  condemned  in 
Madagascar  in  1827.  Her  measurements  were:  72  ft.  keel; 
24.9  ft.  beam;  11  ft.  hold;  5.2  ft.  between  decks;  91  ft.  over 
all.  Total  cost,  $18,362;  built  by  Enos  Briggs  for  $5,029,  in 
1809,  for  $22  per  ton. 
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1811.  Mary  Ann,  ship,  built  in  Columbia  in  1794,  240 
tons.  John  Forrester  was  one  of  the  owners  in  1811,  Timo¬ 
thy  Wellman,  master. 

1816.  Two  Brothers,  ship,  288  tons,  built  in  Salem, 
registered  in  Salem  January  21,  1817.  John  Forrester  and 
his  brother  Thomas  II.  were  owners  and  James  Gilchrist, 
master. 

1823.  Emerald,  ship,  271  tons,  built  in  Salem,  1823, 
and  altered  to  a  barque  in  1836;  registered  in  Salem,  October 
6,  1823.  John  and  Thomas  H.  Forrester,  owners,  James 
Briggs,  master.  She  was  used  as  a  whaler,  1835-45,  when 
she  was  cast  away  on  Madagascar.  Owners  in  1831,  John 
Forrester  of  Salem  and  David  Elwell  of  Charlestown;  David 
El  well,  master.  She  had  2  decks,  3  masts,  and  these  meas¬ 
urements:  length,  98  ft.  6  in.,  breadth.  24  ft.  10  in.,  depth, 
12  ft.  5  in.  (Boston  Ship  Begister,  1831.) 

1834.  Only  Daughter,  sch.,  127  tons,  built  in  Eden, 
Me.,  1823.  Begistered  in  Boston,  March  15,  1834;  owner, 
John  Forrester,  jr.,  of  Salem;  William  Smith,  master.  De¬ 
scription  and  measurements :  one  deck,  2  masts,  no  figure¬ 
head;  length,  77  ft.  10  in.;  breadth,  24  ft.  7  in.;  depth,  7  ft. 
51/)  in.  (Boston  Ship  Begisters,  1834.) 

Among  the  family  papers  is  the  following  list  of  por¬ 
traits  owned  by  Mrs.  John  Forrester,  all  of  which  are 
now7  in  the  collection  of  the  Essex  Institute  in  Salem: 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Story,  daughter  of  Joseph  Marion,  a  Boston 
lawyer,  and  the  wife  of  William  Story  of  Boston,  Begistrar 
of  the  Court  of  Vice  Admiralty.  By  an  unknown  artist  in 
1745.  [This  was  painted  by  Joseph  Badger.] 

Five  children  of  John  Forrester  by  James  Frothingham  in 
1820.  The  artist’s  bill  for  this  reads: — 

John  Forrester  Esq.,  to  James  Frothingham  Jr.  Dr. 


to  painting  Portraits  of  his  children  300.00 

to  Frame  for  do.  45.00 

345.00 

Credit  by  Cash  100.00 

Salem,  October  27 — 1820  245.00 


Becd  Payment  James  Frothingham  Jr. 
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Mrs.  Simon  Forrester  by  James  Frothingham  in  1822.  * 

Thomas  Hely  Forrester  by  James  Frothingham  in  1820. 

Mrs.  John  Forrester  by  Gilbert  Stuart. 

‘Stuart  will  take  particular  pains  with  your  portrait  Mrs. 
Forrester  &  paint  the  picture  “con  amore,”  5  said  a  gentleman 
at  that  time,  ‘he  is  so  much  interested  in  your  resemblance  to 
his  old  &  valued  friend  Lady  West/  Stuart  was  painting 
this  picture  when  taken  ill  of  the  disease  of  which  he  died. 
After  his  death  Miss  Stuart,  his  daughter,  requested  as  a 
favor  to  be  allowed  to  paint  the  drapery,  which  she  did. 

Shortly  after  Mr.  Forrester’s  death  in  1837  (certainly 
by  1842  when  the  second  issue  of  the  Salem  Directory 
was  published),  the  family  left  their  big  house  and  moved 
into  a  more  modest  one  at  9  Oliver  Street,  near  by.  The 
1842  Directory  lists  at  this  address  Mrs.  Charlotte  For¬ 
rester,  Charles  Forrester,  mariner,  and  George  II.  Forres¬ 
ter.  Five  of  the  younger  children  were  alive  at  that  time 
and  so  far  as  any  evidence  has  been  found  were  probably 
also  living  with  their  mother.  George  II.  was  gone  in 
1850  and  perhaps  had  by  then  removed  to  California. 
Simon  died  in  Nicaragua  in  1855,  but  was  at  home  in 
1853,  Charles  had  gone  to  Madras,  India,  in  1850,  and, 
after  the  mother’s  death  in  18G7,  the  four  daughters, 
Rachel,  Elizabeth  Marion,  Louisa  and  Anne  Marion, 
continued  to  live  on  Oliver  Street,  where  Anne  and 
Elizabeth  were  teaching  school  in  the  seventies. 

Elizabeth  later  had  a  private  school,  located  in  the 
Price  block  on  the  third  floor  of  the  building,  corner  of 
Essex  and  Washington  Streets.  The  following  account 
of  her  as  a  teacher  has  been  contjilmted  j)y  oneyf  her 
former  pupils : 

Miss  Forrester  was  a  personality.  Even  today  the  mention 
of  her  name  to  her  old  pupils  gives  rise  to  clear-cut  memories 
of  her  and  her  kindergarten  of  the  eighteen  sixties  and 
seventies. 

She  was  not  tall,  but  erect  and  of  dignified  carriage; 
brunette  in  coloring,  with  rather  prominent  blue-gray  eyes. 
Her  hair  was  gray  and  elaborately  arranged  in  puffs.  As 
she  sat  at  her  desk,  she  was  rather  an  awesome  figure  to  her 
little  charges,  some  of  whom  had  not  reached  the  age  of  five. 
She  was  not  demonstrative.  She  did  not  indulge  in  terms 
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of  endearment,  yet  her  smile  of  approval  was  prized,  and 
usually  a  look  of  disapproval  from  those  gray  eyes  quickly 
abashed  the  culprit.  If,  on  rare  occasions,  this  look  was  not 
enough,  the  quiet  reprimand  that  followed  brought  him  to 
terms.  In  my  time  there  was  one  exception  to  this.  As  a 
result  the  boy  had  to  stand  in  the  corner !  Horrible !  Could 
there  he  a  greater  disgrace  to  oneself  or  one’s  family ! 

Naturally  the  best  of  order  prevailed.  She  had  the  fac¬ 
ulty  of  keeping  us  interested  and  happy  in  our  work.  She 
did  not  waste  words.  She  expected  obedience  and  good  man¬ 
ners,  and  we  responded  with  both.  Every  morning  on  enter¬ 
ing  the  schoolroom  each  girl  curtsied,  each  hoy  made  his  bow 
with  a  “Good  morning,  Miss  Forrester”  to  her  as  she  sat 
at  her  desk.  Each  greeting  was  acknowledged  with  a  slight 
inclination  of  the  head  and  a  “Good  morning”  with  the 
addition  of  the  child’s  Christian  name.  This  same  ceremony 
was  repeated  at  the  close  of  school.  Newcomers,  the  very 
first  day,  did  not  leave  the  room  at  the  end  of  school,  until 
the}',  too,  had  made  the  farewell  curtsies  or  bows. 

After  the  morning  greetings  we  went  quietly  to  our  seats 
and  our  day’s  work  and  pleasure  began.  On  our  first  day  at 
school  we  began  with  the  English  alphabet,  which  was  closely 
followed  by  the  French  alphabet.  The  Misses  Devereux 
taught  the  French.  As  we  outgrew  the  kindergarten  we 
went  on  with  the  usual  curriculum  of  the  private  schools 
of  that  day. 

Miss  Forrester  stressed  especially  reading  aloud.  The' first 
Primer  was  not  followed  by  a  so-called  “Reader.”  One  by 
one  we  were  called  to  her  desk  for  our  lesson  in  reading. 
Standing  by  Miss  Forrester’s  side,'  her  ivory  paper-cutter 
following  the  lines,  we  read  our  stories  at  sight.  Each  of 
us  had  his  or  her  especial  story,  usually  taken  from  The 
Chatterbox.  Each  word  was  clearly  enunciated,  and  the 
right  emphasis  was  insisted  upon  as  important  to  bring  out 
the  meaning  of  the  sentence.  We  were  taught  by  syllabica¬ 
tion  to  pronounce  unfamiliar  words.  She  cared  greatly  that 
her  girls  and  boys  should  be  clear  and  intelligent  readers 
to  whom  it  would  be  a  pleasure  to  listen. 

To  us  an  important  feature  of  the  morning  was  our 
luncheon.  At  the  right  moment  we  went  to  the  dressing- 
room,  where  we  had  put  our  lunch  baskets  with  our  outer 
garments.  We  returned  to  the  schoolroom,  sitting  in  a  semi¬ 
circle  in  front  of  Miss  Forrester,  who  remained  at  her  desk. 
We  were  allowed  to  talk  quietly  with  our  next  neighbors,  and 
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were  totally  unconscious  that  we  were  “supervised.”  She 
never  seemed  to  watch  us ;  a  word  and  a  glance  of  disapproval 
sufficed  to  call  to  one’s  attention  any  serious  lapse  from  good 
table  manners.  It  was  altogether  a  very  genial,  friendly  and 
happy  quarter  of  an  hour. 

Even  an  earthquake  was  not  allowed  to  upset  our  self- 
control.  One  day  the  things  about  us  became  suddenly  very 
unsteady.  The  desks  and  chairs  shook  slightly.  A  few  of 
the  more  timid  souls  rose  from  their  seats.  Miss  Forrester 
remarked  quietly^  that  we  need  not  be  alarmed,  that  she 
herself  had  never  experienced  an  earthquake,  but  that  this 
seemed  very  like  one.  Benjamin  might  go  downstairs  and 
ask  at  one  of  the  lawyers’  offices  their  opinion.  He  soon 
returned,  saying  that  Miss  Forrester  had  been  quite  right, 
that  it  was  a  slight  earthquake.  We  were  quite  proud  of 
her.  She  recognized  an  earthquake  even  when  she  met  it  for 
the  first  time;  but,  of  course,  she  would!  \\re  were  not  com¬ 
mended  for  our  good  behaviour  at  a  time  for  us  necessarily 
a  bit  alarming.  Perhaps  it  was  enough  to  have  experienced 
an  earthquake ! 

Miss  Forrester  did  not  talk  about  her  aims.  We  knew  that 
she  expected  us  to  be  polite,  obedient  and  honest.  She 
simply  took  it  for  granted  that  what  was  inherent  in  herself 
would  be  natural  for  us  as  well.  Why  words  or  discussion 
about  self-evident  truths?  Who  would  gainsay  that  hers 
was  a  personality  not  to  he  forgotten? 

Children,  born  in  Salem: 

15.  Charlotte  Story,  b.  Sept.  4,  1811;  (bup,  28  Feb,  1808, 

North  Church.  Salem  Vital  Records.  An  evident  error)  ; 
d.  27  Apr.  1873. 

16.  John,  b.  16  -May,  1813,  bap.  28  Feb.  1814,  North  Church; 

d.  Nov.  1841,  at  sea. 

17.  George  Haley  Hutchinson,  bap.  23  Feb.  1815,  North 

Church;  d.  July  1872,  in  California.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Salem  Light  Infantry  in  1833. 

18.  Rachel,  b.  5  Feb.  1817;  d.  3  Apr.  1801. 

19.  Charles,  b.  14  Dec.  1818  ;  d.  7  Feb.  1864,  ae.  45  y.  1  m.  24  d., 

unmarried. 

20.  Flizabetii  Marion,  b  14  Aug.  1820;  d.  12  Ma3',1890. 

21.  Simon,  b.  8  Feb.  1823;  d.  23  Oct.  1855,  Grevtown,  Nicaragua. 

22.  Louisa,  b.  10  Jan.  1825  ;  d.  16  May,  1900. 

23.  Anne  Marion,  b.  2  Apr.  1827;  d.  4  Aug.  1887. 

24.  Henry  Williams,  b.  23  Jan.  1829;  d.  3  Apr.  1830,  ae.  14  mo. 
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11.  Thomas  Haley  Forrester,  born  11  November 
1791,  baptized  August,  1794,  at  the  North  Church,  and 
died  19  or  21  May,  1830  at  Reading,  Mass. 

In  1819,  Thomas  Haley  Forrester  purchased  of  John 
Derby  and  wife,  Ellen,  for  $6500,  several  parcels  of 
property  in  South  Reading,  among  them  being  four  acres 
called  the  “Swain  Lot,”  with  buildings  thereupon,  and 
another  lot  in  the  same  town  on  which  there  was  also  a 
dwelling  house.  In  which  house  he  made  his  residence 
does  not  appear.  His  home,  however,  was  of  good  size, 
as  the  inventory  shows  seven  chambers  and  four  other 
rooms.  There  was  also  a  chaise  house,  wood  house,  etc. 
Many  pieces  of  furniture  were  described  and  there 
were  books  and  paintings.  Hay  filled  his  barns  and  his 
livestock  included  oxen,  cows,  pigs  and  three  horses.  His 
pew  in  the  meeting  house  in  South  Reading  and  his  farm 
there  with  his  rights  in  the  buildings,  and  land  on  Her¬ 
bert  and  Union  Streets  in  Salem  totalled  $8400.  The 
total  of  his  real  and  personal  estate  at  the  time  of  his 
death  was  nearly  $70, 000. 6 

After  the  death  of  Mr.  Forrester  in  May,  1830,  two 
wills  came  to  light,  both  of  which  had  been  deposited 
with  his  attorney,  John  Pickering  of  Salem.  The  first 
will,  which  was  finally  allowed  as  the  legal  one,  was  made 
in  1817  while  he  was  still  in  Salem  and  in  it  he  be- 
queathed  his  right  in  the  homo  on  Union  Street  in  Salem, 
“formerly  owned  by  my  grandfather  Hathorne,”  to  his 
mother,  Rachel  (Hathorne)  Forrester.  A  legacy  of 
$10,000  was  left  to  Betsy  Williams  of  Salem,  daughter 
of  Israel  Williams,  mariner,  and  $200  to  his  cousin,  Sally 
Archer,  “now  wife  of  Robert  II.  Osgood.”  One  equal 
part  of  the  residue  was  devised  to  his  brother,  John 
Forrester,  and  the  remainder  in  trust  for  his  sisters  and 
their  heirs  in  the  hands  of  Timothy  Williams,  Esq.  and 
John  Pickering,  Esq.  of  Salem,  Mr.  Williams  and  Nathan 
Neal  to  administer  the  estate. 

The  second  will,  made  in  1821,  was  also  exhibited  by 
John  Pickering  and  appeared  to  be  made  under  the  fol¬ 
lowing  circumstances:  When  Thomas  II.  Forrester  re- 

o  Middlesex  Probate  Records,  Docket  8116,  also  Middlesex  Reg. 
Deeds,  vol.  231,  p.  135. 
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THOMAS  HELY  FORRESTER 
1790  -  1830 

From  the  portrait  by  Frothingham,  now  in  the  possession 
of  the  Essex  Institute. 
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moved  from  Salem  to  Billerica  and  afterwards  to  South 
Reading,  according  to  the  contents  of  a  letter  and  also  a 
deposition  made  by  John  Pickering,  one  Major  Alexander 
Winning,  “by  birth  a  foreigner,  but  then  and  long  before 
a  resident  of  Billerica”  was  employed  to  take  personal 
charge  of  Mr.  Forrester  “in  consequence  of  an  infirmity 
which  has  been  the  source  of  much  unhappiness  to  his 
relatives  and  friends.  .  .  .  During  that  time  several  at¬ 
tempts  were  made  by  some  of  that  ravenous  tribe  that 
always  are  on  the  watch  for  prey,  to  spunge  Mr.  Forres¬ 
ter  of  his  property  by  taking  advantage  of  his  infirmi¬ 
ties.”  Major  Winning  had  been  directed  repeatedly  not 
to  allow  Mr.  Forrester  to  enter  into  any  pecuniary  deal¬ 
ings  without  consulting  Mr.  Pickering  and  Mr.  Williams, 
but  in  1828  Major  Winning  left  with  Mr.  Pickering  a 
contract  under  seal,  purporting  to  be  signed  by  Mr.  For- 
'  rester  for  $1500,  which  was  to  be  paid  to  Alexander 
Winning,  Jr.7  when  he  should  become  18  years  of  age, 
to  he  used  for  a  college  education.  As  this  boy  had  then 
(1828)  reached  the  designated  age,  Major  Winning  de¬ 
manded  this  payment  from  Mr.  Forrester’s  attorneys. 
Mr.  Pickering  suspected  that  fraud  was  being  attempted 
and  asked  to  see  the  contract,  Mr.  Forrester,  meanwhile, 
having  been  acquainted  with  this  demand  and  having 
denied  in  a  signed  statement  all  knowledge  of  it.  Not¬ 
withstanding  this,  Major  Winning,  who  was  then  “soon 
to  leave  the  United  States  for  Ireland,  his  native  coun¬ 
try”  began  a  suit  for  payment  which  was  submitted  bv 
the  Court  to  referees  and  finally  decided  in  favor  of  Mr. 
Forrester.  During  the  cross  examination  at  the  time  of 
this  suit  it  was  disclosed  that  there  was  also  a  will  made 
at  the  same  time  (1821)  as  this  alleged  contract  and 
purporting  to  have  been  signed  by  Mr.  Forrester  in 
which  Major  Winning  and  his  family  were  beneficiaries 
to  the  amount  of  $3000,  and  $2000  was  left  to  one  Simon 
J^ee  and  his  son,  William  Lee.  The  residue  was  left  to 
Mr.  Forrester’s  brothers  and  sisters.  This  will  had  been 
kept  under  seal  until  Mr.  Forrester’s  death,  at  which 
time  it  was  shown  with  the  other,  and  after  much  delay 

7  Either  son  or  grandson.  (See  Hist,  of  Billerica,  genealogical 
notes,  p.  165.) 
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and  trouble  to  the  rightful  heirs  and  to  all  concerned,  it 
was  declared  a  forged  instrument  and  the  first  will 
allowed.  Because  of  the  many  trusts  and  the  deaths  of 
some  of  the  legatees,  the  final  accounting  was  not  made 
until  1882. 

12.  Nancy  Forrester,  born  duly  5,  1793,  married 
March  29,  1812  (certificate),  Gideon,  born  September  7, 
1783,  at  Mattapoisett,  Mass.,  son  of  Gideon  and  Anna 
(Mead)  Barstow. 

Dr.  Barstow  was  a  member  of  both  branches  of  the 
Massachusetts  Legislature  and  a  Representative  in  Con¬ 
gress  from  1821  to  1823..  lie  was  descended  from  William 
and  George  Barstow,  probably  Yorkshiremen  who  came 
in  the  True  Love ,  John  Gibbs,  master,  and  settled  in 
Dedham  in  1G36.  Later  generations  built  ships  in  Matta¬ 
poisett  and  Doctor  Barstow  practiced  medicine  in  Salem, 
but  gave  up  that  in  favor  of  mercantile  life.  He  died 
March  26,  1852,  in  St.  Augustine,  Fla.,  whither  he  had 
gone  for  his  health.  His  wife  lived  in  Boston  until  1879 
and  probably  until  her  death  in  1881. 

Children,  horn  in  Salem  (Barstow)  : 

Thomas  Haley  Forrester,  bap  8  May,  1816,  North  Church. 

Gideon  Forrester,  bap.  8  May,  1816,  North  Church. 

Charles  Forrester,  bap.  8  May,  1816,  North  Church. 

Anna  Mead,  bap.  25  Jan.  1821,  ae.  5  or  6  m.,  North  Church. 

Simon  Forrester,  bap.  25  Jan.  1821,  ae.  about  3  yrs.,  North 
Church. 

George  Forrester. 

Daniel  Hatiiorne,  bap.  29  July,  1821,  North  Church. 

John  Sargent,  bap.  18  May,  1823,  North  Church;  d.  ‘a 
child,’  8  Sept.  1825,  ae.  14  mo. 

Catherine  Andrew. 

Eleanor  Forrester,  probably  married  a  Condit,  and  was 
living  abroad  in  1875,  with  several  children. 

Mary  Jane,  bap.  7  Nov.  1824,  North  Church. 

A  child,  bap.  6  Oct.  1833,  North  Church. 

14.  Eleanor  Forrester,  born  January  18  and  bap¬ 
tized  the  21st  of  that  month,  1797,  in  the  North  Church, 
Salem,  married  (1)  June  30,  1816,  Rev.  Thomas,  born 
January  12,  1792,  son  of  John  and  Nancy  (Dana)  Car- 
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lilc.  He  died  in.  Providence  March  28,  1824,  at  the 
age  of  32  and  she  married  (2)  January  30,  1828,  Pev. 
Thomas  Winthrop,  born  June  28,  1803,  son  of  Dr. 
Thomas  and  Mary  Wanton  (Saltonstall)  Coit  of  New 
London,  Conn. 

Pev.  Thomas  Carlile  was  a  graduate  of  Brown  Uni¬ 
versity  in  Providence  in  1809.  According  to  Dr.  Bentley 
he  was  invited  to  officiate  at  St.  Peter’s  Church  in  Salem 
for  a  term,  in  1814,  but  was  not  ready  To  make  an  agree¬ 
ment  for  a  life  settlement  in  Salem  or  an  incumbency  of 
many  years/  -  He  received  Deacon’s  orders  from  Bishop 
Griswold  in  1816  and  was  married  that  same  year  with 
much  ceremony.  Dr.  Bentley  thus  records  it: 

‘cJune  30,  1816.  This  evening  was  married  the  Incum- 
bent  at  St.  Peter’s,  Mr.  Carlisle.  He  has  taken  the  youngest 
daughter  of  Capt.  Simon  Forrester,  an  heiress.  Never  has 
so  much  pomp  been  displayed  in  the  marriage  of  a  Clergy¬ 
man  in  Salem.” 

Dr.  Bentley  further  writes: 

CA  valuable  House  belonging  to  Gen.  S.  Derby  was 
purchased  and  the  furniture  was  of  the  most  ornamental 
and  expensive  kind.’  This  house  was  the  superb  one 
built  by  Ezekiel  Ilersey  Derby  about  1800.  Why  Dr. 
Bentley  calls  him  ‘S’  Derby  is  not  apparent.  Mr.  Derby 
did  not  live  there  long  before  he  removed  to  the  farm¬ 
house  on  Lafayette  Street,  South  Salem,  and  it  is  evident 
that  Mr.  Carlile  could  not  have  occupied  it  but  a  short 
time,  since  between  .rune  30,  1816,  when  he  was  married, 
and  February,  1818,  when  the  fire  occurred  in  his  Barton 
Square  house,  he  must  have  removed  thither.  In  Janu¬ 
ary,  1822,  Gideon  Tucker  records  in  a  manuscript  owned 
by  the  Essex  Institute  "Pev.  Mr.  Carlile’s  house  in  Essex 
street,  formerly  E.  Ilersey  Derby’s  was  sold  to  B[enja- 
min]  W|illiams]  Crowninshield  at  public  auction  for 
$10,600.’  It  was  in  October  of  that  year  that  he  resigned 
bis  rectorship,  as  will  appear  below. 

It  seems  evident  that  after  Mr.  Carlisle’s  death  his 
widow  returned  to  Salem,  as  in  1824  she  purchased  for 
$7000  the  house  in  Federal  Street  which  was  owned  by 
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the  heirs  of  Captain  Ebenezer  Shillaber.  She  died  June 
21,  1885. 

Dr.  Bentley  further  records: 

July  10,  1816.  The  question  has  been  basely  agitated 
whether  a  person  in  Deacon’s  orders  could  marry  as  the 
Incumbent  Deacon  has  done.  The  English  Statute  of  Ch. 
II  says  in  England  a  man  must  be  in  Priest’s  orders,  but 
the  Council  of  Trent  provides  that  the  Incumbent  can  per¬ 
form  this  service  for  such  is  the  Parochus.  In  our  country 
tis  not  a  question  how  a  man  comes  by  holy  orders,  but 
whether  he  be  so  inducted  into  a  Congregation  as  to  be  the 
real  incumbent,  or  the  actual  minister  of  it.  And  if  the  Bp’s 
licence  in  this  country  is  thought  regular  by  his  Canons  for 
his  authority,  if  any  question  of  the  form  be  made  no  toler¬ 
ation  can  exist.  Our  ministers  were  inducted  by  a  public 
act  of  the  Congregation.  It  is  said  the  Lawyers  had  given 
an  opinion  against  marriages  in  Deacon’s  orders  &  have 
induced  the  vestry  to  confirm  their  judgment,  thus  errour 
is  confirmed  by  assumed  authority. 

January  21,  1817.  We  had  for  the  first  time  an  Ordina¬ 
tion  bv  a  Bishop,  in  Salem.  .  .  .  Thomas  Carlisle  came 

\J  i.  s 

into  Salem,  a  Header,  &  married  into  one  of  the  most  wealthy 
Families  in  the  place,  lie  had  been  in  Deacon’s  orders  which 
he  did  not  receive  at  this  place.  This  day  was  appointed 
for  his  ordination  as  a  Priest,  from  Bishop  Alexander  V. 
Griswold.  Having  an  invitation  to  dine  I  went  to  Church. 
Morning  prayers  were  read  by  James  Morss  of  St.  Paul’s, 
Newbury.  The  Bp.  preached  from  John,  20,  21.  After  the 
usual  Ceremony,  Dr.  John  S.  J.  Gardner  of  Boston  &  James 
Morss  of  Newbury  Port  officiating  as  Presbyters,  the  Cong. 
Ministers  of  Salem,  by  allowing  Occasional  Conformity,  par¬ 
took  of  the  Communion.  The  Bp.  conducted  with  all  gravity 
&  affection.  We  dined  in  a  very  sumptuous  manner  at  Mr. 
Carlisle’s  &  in  the  evening  was  a  service  at  which  Mr.  J. 
White  read  prayers  &  Mr.  Morss  preached.  On  the  occasion 
the  preacher  unqualifiedly  made  the  Trinity  or  Divinity  of 
the  Son  an  article  of  faith,  the  atonement,  the  universal 
redemption,  the  partial  salvation,  &  the  regeneration  by  the 
Church  tho’  not  miraculously.  He  ran  on  with  wonderful 
fluency,  with  strong  confessions  of  confidence  &  repeated  dec¬ 
larations  of  surprise  that  any  should  not  see  things  as  he 
attempted  to  represent  them.  The  Bishop  confirmed  one 
man  &  several,  perhaps  five  or  six,  young  women.  On  both 
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those  occasions  the  church  was  full  but  particularly  of  young 
females.  The  Choir  did  its  part  handsomely,,  nothing  aston¬ 
ishing.  but  everything  correctly.  I  was  pleased  with  every¬ 
thing  belonging  to  the  manners  of  the  Bishop. 

February  2,  1818.  We  were  alarmed  by  the  cry  of  Fire. 
Revd.  Carlisle  had  ordered  his  sexton  to  burn  his  Chimney 
for  the  kitchen,  which  he  did  before  sunrise.  As  I  suppose 
no  care  was  taken  &  the  sparks  were  lodged  under  the  eaves 
where  the  fire  began.  The  Rev’d  C.  was  in  bed,  but  the 
smell  of  burning  pine  &  the  smoak  had  given  alarm.  He 
discovered  it  under  the  eaves  &  instead  of  a  bucket  of  water, 
gave  alarm.  The  roof  was  much  injured  &  the  house  filled 
with  water.  The  Cockloft  was  low  &  as  the  Parson  could 
(not)  reach  he  forgot  the  water  could.  Some  pretend  the 
fault  was  in  the  Chimney,  but  the  position  belys  the  origin. 
The  Chimney  was  put  on  fire  &  left  to  its  own  discretion. 
The  greater  part  of  the  furniture  was  removed  &  the  house 
saved.  The  first  time  I  have  ever  heard  of  fire  kindling  in 
the  house  of  a  Minister,  out  of  34  of  all  sorts  or  denom. 

November  23,  1818.  I  went  to  Mr.  Frothingham’s  at  the 
Central  buildings,  as  by  agreement  with  the  late  Sec.  of 
Navv  on  the  20th  &  bv  direction  of  the  Painter  &  had  my 
first  sitting.  [This  portrait  is  now  in  the  Peabody  Museum 
of  Salem.]  Here  I  found  the  late  Sec.  Pickering  &  others, 
and  Mr.  Frothingham  came  to  spend  the  evening  with  me. 
I  find  Mr  Abbot  of  the  North  C.  has  been  taken  &  that  Mr. 
Carlisle  of  St.  Peter’s  has  had  his  first  sitting. 

He  organized  a  church,  in  Lynn  in  1819  of  which  he 
was  the  rector  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Chase  of  Bristol,  R.  I., 
officiated  there.  ITe  resigned  his  rectorship  October  0, 
1822. 

Rev.  Thomas  Winthrop  Coit  of  New  London  was  a 
member  of  the  class  of  1821  at  Yale  College.  He  was 
rector  of  St.  Peter’s  Church,  Salem,  from  1826  to  1829, 
when  he  resigned. 

A  letter,  dated  September  20,  1813,  from  Mary 
Williams  to  Miss  Deborah  Fisher  of  Marietta,  Ohio, 
says: —  ‘Wm.  Rogers  and  young  Miss  Forrester,  Eleanor, 
it  is  suggested  will  be  another  couple  to  add  to  the  list 
of  engagements.  Very  Attractive  to  each  other,  and  danc¬ 
ing  together  all  the  evening.’  This  match  evidently  did 
not  come  off,  despite  the  gossip. 
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Children  (Carlisle)  : 

Elizabeth  Forrester,  b.  23  Mar.  1817 ;  mar.  Dr.  Holland 
and  William  Keene  King  of  London.  . 

Eleanor  Forrester,  b.  20  Apr.  1818;  mar.  1  Feb.  1838,  Rev. 
Guidon  Saltonstall. 

Thomas,  bap.  0  July,  1819,  St.  Peter’s  Church;  d.  26  Aug. 
1821,  ae.  1G  mo. 

Catherine,  bap.  1  Nov.  1820,  St.  Peter’s  Church. 

Mary  Louisa  Gardner,  bap.  1  June,  1822,  St.  Peter’s  Church. 
Children  (Coit)  : 

W l nth rop  Saltonstall,  b.  1829;  d.  1878. 

Charles  Forrester,  b.  June,  1830 ;  d.  June,  188G. 

Thomas  Gurdon,  b.  1835  ;  d.  unmarried. 

Louisa,  mar.  John  Murray  Mason  of  New  York. 

15.  Charlotte  Story  Forrester,  born  September 
4,  1811,  whose  baptism  is  wrongly  recorded  in  the  Salem 
Vital  Records  as  February  28,  1808,  in  the  North  Church, 
Salem,  married  December  19,  1832,  George  Humphrey, 
born  December  1,  1809,  son  of  Humphrey  and  Elizabeth 
(D  dge)  Devereux,  of  Salem. 

Hr.  Devereux  graduated  from  Harvard  College  in  the 
class  of  1829.  He  was  for  a  few  years  a  lawyer  in  Salem 
and  later  a  lumber  agent  in  Chcrryfield,  Maine.  In 
1847,  he  became  Adjutant  General  of  Massachusetts  until 
which  time  he  was  in  command  of  the  Salem  Light 
Infantry. 

Extract  from  a  letter  in  1829  from  Samuel  May,  a 
classmate  of  George  Humphrey  Devereux,  at  Harvard 
College : 

To  my  recollection  or  two  of  your  father  may  I  add  one 
of  the  great  stir  created,  in  our  class  more  particularly  but 
more  or  less  throughout  the  College,  when  it  was  known  that 
Miss  Forrester  of  Salem  (to  whom  it  was  said  George  Dever¬ 
eux  was  engaged)  was  coining  to  one  of  the  College  Exhi¬ 
bitions,  and  the  even  greater  stir  &  interest  which  were  caused 
when  she  really  came.  I  suppose  she  may  not  have  been 
wholly  unaware  of  it,  at  the  time;  but  she  can  never  have 
suspected  how  general,  cordial,  and  peculiar  was  the  feeling 
in  our  class,  to  the  first  girl  who  had  signified  her  willing¬ 
ness  to  cast  in  her  lot  with  “one  of  us.” 

Two  estates  on  the  north  corner  of  Winter  Street  had 
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MRS.  CHARLOTTE  (STORT)  FORRESTER 
1788  -  1867 
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From  the  portrait  by  Stuart  (1825),  now  in  the  possession 
of  the  Essex  Institute. 
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belonged  to  the  Gardner  family.  The  northern,  wooden 
house,  passed  to  Adjutant  General  George  Humphrey 
Devereux  in  1832  and  the  corner,  brick  house,  which  had 
passed  in  1812  to  John  Forrester  and  from  him,  in  1831, 
was  conveyed  to  his  son-in-law,  George  Humphrey  Dev- 
ereux.  Both  were  sold  in  1841. 

She  died  April  27,  1873,  and  he  died  October  24,  1878, 
in  Salem. 

Children  (Devereux)  : 

George  Forrester,  b.  2  Sept.  1833  ;  mar.  9  Dec.  1860 ;  Mary 
A.  Neuwanger,  at  Durant,  Iowa. 

John  Forrester,  b.  12  Mar.  1835  ;  d.  1883,  unmarried. 

Arthur  Forrester,  b.  27  Apr.  1836 ;  mar.  24  Dec.  1859,  Clara 
Anna  Itich  of  Haverhill.  He  d.  14  Feb.  1906,  at  Cincin¬ 
nati,  Ohio. 

Charles  Upham,  b.  27  June,  1838;  mar.  21  Sept.  1866,  Jane 
Dewey  Ensign.  He  d.  25  Dec.  1886. 

Walter  Forrester,  b.  7  Sept.  1841 ;  unmarried. 

Marianne  Silsbee,  b.  21  Sept.  1843  ;  d.  1921,  unmarried. 

Edward  Forrester,  b.  5  Oct.  1845  ;  d.  21  May,  1902,  Alham¬ 
bra,  Cal.,  unmarried. 

Charlotte  Story  Forrester,  b.  22  Dec.  1847  ;  mar.  4  or  14 
Dec.  1876,  Francis  Quarles  Story.  She  d.  7  Aug.  1907, 
San  Gabriel,  Cal. 

Francis  Bohun,  b.  14  Feb.  1849;  mar.  10  Sept.  1885,  Ardella 
Horton  Seaman  of  New  York. 

Eliza  Dodge,  b.  8  or  26  Feb.  1856  ;  d.  17  May,  1907,  San 
Gabriel,  Cal. 

A  letter  from  John  Forrester  Devereux  to  his  father, 
George  Humphrey  Devereux: 


On  Board  Frigate  Constitution 

Friday  20th  Apr.  1861. 


Dr.  Father 

I  am  unable  to  fulfill  my  promise  of  writing  from  Wash¬ 
ington  for  the  very  good  reason  of  our  not  having  as  yet 
arrived  there.  From  Philadelphia  we  went  by  rail  to  Havre 
de  Grace,  evidently  expecting  a  collision  with  some  warlike 
Baltimoreans  who  were  said  to  be  there  determined  to  stop 
our  further  progress  towards  Washington.  On  leaving  the 
cars  Arthur  [Arthur  Forrester  Devereux,  Captain  Co.  J, 
Salem  Light  Infantry,  April  18  to  August  1,  1861,  then 
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Lieutenant  Colonel]  had  his  orders  to  advance  before  the 
column  and  if  possible  to  open  a  path  to  a  steamer  that  was 
awaiting  us  at  the  wharf.  All  the  S.  L.  I.  started  at  Double 
Quick  in  advance  straight  for  the  Boat  which  was  reached 
without  meeting  a  single  enemy.  The  column  followed  of 
course  without  trouble.  Cen.  Butler  sticks  to  it  that  ten 
thousand  men  were  within  half  a  mile  of  us  but  deterred 
from  an  attack  from  an  exaggerated  idea  of  our  numbers. 
But  I  suppose  the  Boys  have  written  you  all  the  particulars 
of  that  wonderful  Battle  and  most  of  the  most  striking  events 
of  our  experience  up  to  this  date  so  that  I  will  say  most  of 
my  say  of  other  matters.  We  get  no  papers  of  any  sort  and 
know  less  than  you  of  the  progress  of  events  altho  nearer  to 
seat  of  war — if  war  there  is;  we  hear  occasinally  rumors  of 
direful  things  such  as  the  Evacuation  of  Washington  &c. 
We  hear  so  many  that  we  disbelieve  them  all.  Since  leaving 
Salem  we  have  all  three  been  in  high  spirits  and  in  every 
way  satisfied  with  our  experiences. 

The  ride  in  the  cars  from  Boston  to  1ST.  Y.  was  long  and 
tedious.  The  men  would  make  so  much  noise  that  it  was 
impossible  to  sleep  a  wink.  We  Breakfasted  sumptuously  at 
the  Astor  House  and  soon  took  the  cars  for  Philadelphia. 
Our  reception  in  the  City  of  Brotherly  Love  was  very  enthu¬ 
siastic;  the  Zouaves  especially  attracting  attention. 

At  this  moment  we  a  it  sailing  down  the  Chesapeake  with 
jib  &  small  sails  set  towed  by  a  steamer,  on  our  way  to  N.  Y. 
The  day  is  bright  and  sunny — the  air  warm  and  sea  smooth — 
•such  a  sail  would  be  exceedingly  pleasant  at  any  time;  and 
as  you  can  well  imagine  is  particularly  so  now. 

The  excitement  of  the  circumstances  under  which  we  are 
voyaging  combined  with  the  curiosity  to  see  a  part  of  the 
country  new-  to  most  of  us  make  it  very  enjoyable.  We 
hardly  know  what  is  to  be  our  destination  after  reaching 
N.  Y.  alUio*  I  have  no  doubt  that  Arthur  will  find  orders 
from  Butler  to  rejoin  him  as  soon  as  may  be  in  Washington. 
In  which  event  it  is  a  question  whether  we  return  to  Annap¬ 
olis  by  steamer  or  rail. 

It  is  very  amusing  to  hear  the  speculations  of  the  men 
upon  the  various  matters  of  interest  to  us — the  mess  tables  are 
all  alive  with  all  sorts  of  Rumors,  Speculations,  Assertions, 
denials  and  guesses,  and  we  all  rise  quite  as  wise  as  we  sit 
down  and  a  good  deal  more  mystified:  until  all  have  come 
to  the  conclusion  to  wait  for  something  to  turn  up,  Micawber 
like.  We  are  now  living  upon  salt  Beef  and  hard  Bread — 
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not  the  usual  Navy  rations  even — But  it  cannot  be  helped 
as  the  Frigate  slipped  out  of  Southern  hands  just  as  she 
was  at  the  moment  entirely  unprovisioned :  the  company 
have  at  their  own  expense  helped  out  by  making  purchases 
in  Annapolis,  so  that  we  manage  to  live :  and  for  my  own 
part  I  must  sav  we  live  very  comfortably.  At  first,  unusual 
exertion,  exposure,  and  fatigue  were  rather  too  much  for 
me :  But  I  am  now  exceedingly  well  and  find  that  change 
of  scene,  occupation  and  general  mode  of  life  is  doing  me 
much  good :  I  shall  write  from  N.  Y.  where  we  shall  arrive 
Sunday  or  Monday  next. 

\J  V 

Corporal  of  the  Guard  is  calling  me  to  go  and  keep  the 
Dolphins  and  Flying  Fishes  from  boarding  us.  Give  love 
to  Mother  and  Clara  [Mrs.  Arthur  Forrester  Devereux] 
especially  and  tell  Eliza  [his  sister]  that  we  all  are  going 
to  see  her  soon  and  she  must  not  forget  us.  [She  was  then 
five  years  old.] 

Affctlv 

Forrester. 

Of  these  brothers  George  Forrester  Devereux  was  com¬ 
missioned  Second  Lieutenant  of  the  2d  Regiment  U.  S. 
Volunteers,  March  2,  1865;  John  Forrester  Devereux 
was  Captain  of  the  11th  Massachusetts  Regiment;  Arthur 
Forrester  Devereux,  vide  supra;  Charles  Upham  Dev¬ 
ereux  was  First  Sergeant  of  the  Salem  Zouaves,  April 
18,  1SG1,  Captain  of  Co.  H.,  19th  Massachusetts  Infan¬ 
try,  November  15,  1862;  Walter  Forrester  Devereux  was 
Captain  of  the  47th  Infantry  (colored). 

18.  Rachel  Forrester,  born  February  5,  1817, 
die  1  April  3,  1891. 

A  letter  from  Ilarriette  White  [Mrs.  James  William 
Paige  of  Boston],  whose  mother  was  Ilarriette  Story, 
wife  of  Stephen  White,  to  her  cousin  Rachel  Forrester: 

Tuesday  Evening 

Feb.  1st  Ys  past  9  o’ck  (1867) 

My  dear  Rachel 

Mr  &  Mrs  Dickens  are  to  dine  with  us  tomorrow  (Wednes¬ 
day)  at  5  oclock — Learning  from  Jane  this  evening  that  you 
are  not  yet  at  Cambridge  as  I  had  supposed  I  write  these 
few  lines,  to  urge  your  coming  up  &  meeting  Boz  at  our 
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house  tomorrow  evening:  Jane  is  coming  over,  to  take  a 
cup  of  coffee  with  us  about  8  oclock  &  Aunt  Caroline  [Mrs. 
Fletcher  Webster]  is  to  dine  with  us  and  knowing  your  de¬ 
sire  to  see  the  intimate  friend  of  Mr  Pickwick-,  I  think  it  is 
a  pity  when  you  contemplate  coming  this  way,  that  you 
should  not  be  here  tomorrow  ev'g — 1  can  give  you  a  toed  as 
long  as  you  will  please  to  occupy  it,  and  at  any  rate,  I  have 
been  looking  forward  to  your  visit  to  Cambridge  to  claim  a 
visit  to  me  and  }'ou  must  not  return  to  Salem  without  grant¬ 
ing  this  request  of  mine. 

If  you  can  come  up  tomorrow  in  any  possible  shape  or  way 
you  could  stop  &  come  over  with  Jane,  during  the  afternoon, 
or  if  more  convenient  you  had  better  come  directly  here,  & 
if  I  am  dining  Baddy  will  receive  you  &  find  you  all  you 
want. 

I  did  not  know  that  the  Dickens'  would  dine  with  me 
tomorrow  until  late  last  night  <fe  1  thot  of  you  then  but  con¬ 
cluded  you  were  already  in  Cambridge.  I  shall  send  this  by 
the  9  o'ck  cars  in  the  morning,  and  I  need  not  tell  you  that 
I  now  write  in  great  haste. 

A  book  muslin,  or  any  half  dress,  or  full  dress  will  be 
proper  for  you  my  dear  Cousin,  you  will  find  others  to  keep 
you  company  in  either  attire  whichever  is  most  convenient 
to  yourself  at  so  short  a  notice. 

With  best  love  to  your  Mother,  Sisters  &  Brother,  T  am 
always  dear  Bach 

four  affectionate 

Cousin  Harriette. 

19.  Charles  Forrester,  born  December  14,  1818; 
was  unmarried  at  the  time  of  bis  death,  February  7,  18G4. 
In  1850  he  was  in  Madras,  India. 

21.  Simon  Forrester,  born  February  8,  1823,  evi¬ 
dently  attended  the  Latin  School  in  Salem  as  the  follow¬ 
ing  testimonial  shows:- 

Salem,  Aug.  21,  1837 — This  may  certify  that  the  bearer, 
Simon  Forrester,  who  has  been  a  member  of  the  Latin  School 
some  time  past,  is  a  youth  of  amiable  temper,  correct  deport¬ 
ment,  studious  habits,  and  good  moral  Character. 

Oliver  Carlton 

Mast.  Lat.  School. 
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